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in Edinburgh and Glasgow to Messrs. John Menzies & Co.; 
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a list of the Annual and Miscellaneous Reports and the 
Treaty Series issued by the Foreign Office, and of the 
Reports issued by the Colonial Office, on p. 312. 


OPENINGS FOR BRITISH TRADE. 


UNITED KINGDOM. 
GOVERNMENT CONTRACTS: ADMIRALTY. 


Tenders will be received until twelve o'clock noon on the days 


named for— 
Articles for the B. 


Copper articles ... 
Use of the Navy. 7 Copper nails 


B.D. and steel nails 1901. 
... (14th February. 


B.W. Weg ht iron hinges 


Steel hoops ost 
B. Black i ironmongery 
Iron plate workers’ wares 
Lamps and lanterns ee 
Manufactured wood 
Tin and japanned wares . 
Candles ... February. 
Hard soap 
. Hides, leather, and leather 
goods ose 
Soft soap .. 
Tallow 
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Forms of tender, conditions of contract and all particulars, 
may be obtained on and: after Thursday, the 3lst January, 
on personal application at the Admiralty, or by letter addressed 
“ Director of ae Contracts, Admiralty, London, S.W.” 

Patterns of copper nails, black ironmongery, iron plate workers’ 
wares, wood goods, tin and japanned wares, and hides and leather 
goods, may be seen at the Admiralty Pattern Rooms, 72, Great 


Queen Street, Lincoln’s Inn, W.C. 

Samples of candles, hard and soft soap, tallow, and hose strips 
must be sent to the Admiralty Pattern Rooms not later than the 
7th February. 

Forms of tender may also be obtained and patterns seen on and 
after Thursday, the 31st January, of the articles marked :— 

“B.” at the Admiralty Pattern Room, Great Western House, 
Livery Street, Birmingham. 

“T).” at the Town Hall, Dudley, on application to the Secretary, 
Chamber of Commerce, Dudley. 

“LL.” at the Chamber of Commerce, Leeds (light leather goods 
only), on application to the Secretary. 

“'W.” at the Chamber of Commerce, Wolverhampton, on appli- 
cation to the Secretary. 

“War.” at the Chamber of Commerce, Warrington (heavy 
leather goods only), on application to the Secretary. 


CANADA. 


The following were among the recent enquiries relating to Canadian 
baat trade received at the Canadian Government 

to Offices, Victoria Street, S.W., where further 
information may be obtained. 


Home Enquiries.—The proprietors of a horse mart, with excellent 
facilities for the sale of imported animals, are desirous of getting 
into touch with Canadian exporters of horses. 


Canadian Enquiries——The Montreal agent of a British Columbia 
Lumber Company, having good shipping facilities, desires to hear 
from firms in the United Kingdom who import fir, cedar, and 
spruce lumber and timber, rough and dressed. 

An Ontario firm engaged in the manufacture of ivory and other 
buttons asks for information concerning the opening for their goods 
in the United Kingdom. 

Enquiry has been received for the names of reliable firms in 
England who deal in large quantities of butter and condensed 
milk. 

A Montreal house, having travellers visiting principal towns in 
Canada, is prepared to undertake the representation of manu- 
facturers or merchants. 


an 
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The following trade enquiries have been received at the Canadian 

Enquiries Section of the Imperial Institute, from the 

relating to Trad Curator of which. Section further particulars 
may be obtained :— 

Home Enquiries—A company manufacturing crucible tool and 
mining drill steel, files, machine planing irons, &c., would be 
prepared to arrange for its agency with a first-class Canadian firm 
possessing the necessary connection. 

A London firm seeks the services of a responsible Canadian 
agent to introduce glues. 

The manufacturer of a patent file cutting machine wishes to 
appoint a Canadian agent. 

A firm manufacturing carriage upholstery, &., asks for names 
of Canadian shippers of sea grass. 

Canadian Enquiries.—An Ottawa producer of mica in all varieties 
wishes to be placed in communication with United, Kingdom 
importers. 

A Canadian manufacturer of potash wishes for names of United 
Kingdom importers. 

Foreign Enquiry.—A Copenhagen firm desires names of Canadian 
makers of pulp boards. 


The “Monetary Times” (Toronto) of 4th inst. states that a 

syndicate has been formed to build and 

New Railway. work a railway from Galetta, on the Canada 

Atlantic Railway, northerly across the Ottawa 

river to a point on the Pontiac and Pacific Junction Railway 

between the villages of Quyon and Shawville. It is also. intended 

to extend the railway to the town of Arnprior by a bridge over 
the Ottawa river. — 


RUSSIA. 


With reference to a note on p. 674 of the “Board of Trade 
Competiti Journal” for 20th September last, a notification 
fi ee be has been received at the Board of Trade to the 

1 Moe oF effect. that a competition for plans for the 

Fe nagge go drainage works at St. Petersburg will be opened 

at St. Petersburg on 31st. August next. Awards 

etersburg. to the value of 12,000, 8,000, and 5,000 roubles 
respectively, will be granted to the three sets of plans which are 
judged to be the best. 

A copy of the conditions (in Russian) of the above competition 
has been received at the Board of Trade, through the courtesy of 
the Russian Financial Agency in London, and may be consulted at 
the Commercial Intelligence Branch of the Board of Trade, 50, 
Parliament Street, any day between the hours of 10.0 a.m. and 
5.0 p.m. 


a2 
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NORWAY. 
The Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs has received a despatch 
stating that tenders are invi y the Norwegian 
for State to be received not 
¥§- the 20th February, for the supply of 287,500 
kilogs. of dynamite and 738,000 percussion caps. 

Tenders in sealed envelopes, marked “ Dynamit og Foenghcetter,” 
should be addressed to Styrelsens Expeditionskontor, Statsbanerne, 
Christiania. 

Further regulations and conditions of tender may be seen on 
applying at the Railway Director’s Office, Nos. 8 and 9, 
Jernbanetorvet, Christiania. 


FRANCE~—INDO-CHINA. 
The “ Journal Officiel” of French Indo-China for 6th December 
last publishes a Decree by the Governor-General 
baal Works sanctioning the creation of a harbour at the 
— north of the town of Tourane to the west of the 
river of the same name. The work will comprise :— 
1. A breakwater about 2,950 metres long. 
2. A stone quay 1,000 metres long with platform. 
3. Dredging certain points of the harbour. 
4. Warehouses and moveable cranes. 
5. Railway lines with a branch line to the west of Tourane, 
to connect with the railway terminus. 
The expense of these works, estimated at 9,500,000 francs 
(380,000/.), will be charged to the general Budget of Indo-China. 


DUTCH EAST INDIES. 
The Secretary of State for — Affairs has received a 
a despatch from H.M. Consul at Amsterdam, 
Cast-iren pipes stating that tenders are invited by the Ministry 
for ay for the Colonies at the Hague, not later than 
the 27th March next, at noon, for the supply at 
their Technical Bureau of about 3,600 tons asphalted cast-iron 
flange pipes for the waterworks at Soerabaya (Java). 
Particulars, either in Dutch or in English, can be obtained from 
the bookseller, Martinus Nyhoff, the Hague, at a cost of 2 fl. 50 c. 
(48. 2d.) for each copy. 


SPAIN. 
The “ Madrid Gazette” of 21st inst. contains a notice calling for 
tenders, which may be presented up to 23rd 
Gunteact for Metal rox. at 5 p.m., in the Office of the Ministry of 
Bridge. P 
‘ Agriculture, Industry, Commerce and Public 


Works, for the construction of a metal bridge over the River 
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Guadiela, on the road from Huete to Tortuera (Province of 
Guadalajara). Any tender must be accompanied by proof of 
provisional deposit of 6,400 pesetas, or about 187/. 13s., the upset 
price being 127,884 pesetas, or about 3,750/. 5s. Tenders will be 
opened on 28th prox. at 1 p.m. 


The same “ Gazette” contains a notice calling for tenders for a 
Contract for locomotive and tender intended for work on the 

Senseeetiion. iron quay at the merchandise wharf in the Port 
of Huelva. Sixty days are allowed for the pre- 
sentation of these tenders at the Office of the Port Works in Huelva, 
where conditions and plans may be seen. Any tender must be 
accompanied by proof of provisional deposit having been made to 
the amount of 2,000 pesetas, or about 58/. 13s. 


The same “ Gazette” contains a notice calling for tenders, which 

are to be opened at 11 a.m., 15th March prox., 

Contract for i. the Hall of the Municipal Offices in Azpeitia 

* (San Sebastian), for the building of a public 

market for the town named. The upset price is 88,259-44 pesetas, 

or about 2,588/. 5s., and a provisional deposit of five per cent. must 
be made to entitle a tender to consideration. : 


The “ Madrid Gazette” of 22nd inst. contains an announcement 
Connaiidiens that, no bids having been made for the concession 

Granted for for a steam tramway from Sierra Bullones to 
Sotrondio (Province of Oviedo), the application 
y of the Mining Company of Santa Ana, duly 
guaranteed, has now been accepted and the concession confirmed 
to that toe “Board of Trade Journal” for 25th October 
last, p. A 


The same “ Gazette” contains an announcement that an application, 
accompanied by the corresponding plan and 


ep proper guarantee, for a concession to establish 
and work a steam tramway from Las Arriondas 


to Covadonga, by the road from Torrelavega to 
Oviedo, and by the roads from Sahagun to Las Arriondas, and from 
Cangas de Onis to that from Palencia to Tinamayor and Covadonga, 
having been presented, it is made known that 30 days are allowed 
in which others may present petitions on better terms, accompanied 
by plans and the proper guarantees. 


The “Madrid Gazette” of 23rd inst. contains a ny me 
authorising the Treasury to acquire by direct 
"ton - negotiations 2,350 reams of paper required for 


the Lottery Service during the present year. 


| 
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The same “Gazette” contains a Royal Order authorising the 
Material for acquisition, without the formalities of calling 
”Tabo for tenders, of material for the payment of, 
ratory. as well as incidental expenses connected with, 
the installation of the laboratory for biological investigations, for 
which a credit of 80,000 pesetas, or about 2,346/., has been opened. 


The “ Madrid contains an announcement 

calli or tenders; to be presented by 8th April 
Ret the execution of the on 

the wharf at the Port of Sardina, Grand Canary. 
The upset price of the work is 64,678°73 pesetas, or about 
1,9051. 2s., and proof of a provisional deposit of 3,235 pesetas, or 
about 951. 'bs., has to accompany any tender. The tenders will be 
opened on 13th April next, at 3 p.m., in the Directorate General 
of Public Works (Building of the Ministry of Agriculture, 
Industry, Commerce and Public Works), Madrid, where the plans 
and conditions may be consulted. 


The “ Madrid Gazette” of 26th inst., contains Royal ° Cen 
authorising the Ministry of Marine to acquire, 
Goal. without the formality of calling for tenders, the 
coal requisite for the service of the arsenals, also 


402 yellow metal tubes to replace those of the boilers of the 
gunboat “General Concha,” at present serving 
Boiler: Tubes. in Fernando Po. 


The, same “Gazette” contains Royal Orders authorising the 
Ministry of Agriculture, Industry, Commerce, and 
- Insecticides. Public Works to acquire, without the formality 
of calling for tenders, gasoline and other insec- 
ticides, and articles necessary for combating the locust plague, also 


Instruments and agricultural machinery appointed for each of the 
Deiktitiinnate end establishments for agricultural observation and 

Machine demonstration created by the Royal Decrees of 
28th June and 19th October last. 


The “Madrid Gazette” for 27th inst. contains an announcement 

calling for tenders within thirty days for the 

‘Linoleum. supply of 2,000 square metres of linoleum for 

the ironclad “ Princesa de Asturias.” The upset 

price is 16,000 pesetas, or about 4711. 5s., and a provisional deposit 

of 5 per cent. is required before tendering. The conditions of the 

contract may be seen in. the Secretariat of the Admiralty at 
Malaga, or at the Caraca Arsenal. 

The “ Gazettes” containing the above notices may be seen on 
application at the Commercial Intelligence Branch of the Board of 
Trade, 50, Parliament Street, London, 8.W., any day between the 
hours of 10 a.m. and 5 5 p.m, 


Jan. 31, 1901.] THE BOARD OF TRADE JOURNAL. 255 


Openings for British Trade. 


ROUMANIA. 

The Board of Trade have received from the Roumanian Ministry 
Tenders f of Agriculture, Industry, and Commerce, a 
“Felli communication to the effect that sealed tenders 
elling will be received at the above Department at 
Bucharest, up to 10 a.m. on the 5th/18th prox., for the felling of 
240,495 oak trees in various forests in Roumania. Particulars 
showing situation and area of forests, also area of the part to be 
felled which is offered, may be seen on application at the Commer- 
cial Intelligence Branch of the Board of Trade, 50, Parliament 

Street, S.W., between 10 a.m. and 5 p.m. 


MEXICO. 
Openings for Trade in Various Articles. 


In the report recently received Bs the rage Office from H.M. 
n Legation in Mexico City, it is stated that the 
B.._-onansongnel greater part of the agricultaral machinery and 
Taal ts implements at present in use isimported from the 
; United States, but British manufacturers could 
well afford to give their attention to the wants and requirements 
of the Mexican market. A case may be cited in support of this. 
English threshing machines are recognised throughout the country 
as being superior to those made in the United States. Their finish 
and adjustment are better, and the results obtained are greater, but 
owing to the inability to procure pieces for repairing them in cases 
of accident, the order is often given to an American firm. 

The cylinders in American machines are made in pieces, and 
the teeth are attached by means of screws and nuts; in case of one 
or more breaking, they can be taken out and new ones put instead, 
while in machines of British manufacture the cylinder and teeth 
are made in one piece, which, if broken by accident, has to be 
taken out. This renders the machine useless until a new piece can 
be obtained, either by having it cast in one of the foundries in the 
country, which is expensive on account of the mould having to be 
made first, or by waiting for it to come from the makers, and this 
often entails a delay of several months. 


The demand for mining machinery and tools is always i increasing, 
am and though there are several American firms 
Fle oe. established in Mexico City, who keep a very 
Hp large assortment, English tools and machinery 

would undoubtedly find a ready sale. 


Machinery for drilling in mines for obtaining water, or for pump- 
EN ing it out would also find a steady market. 

a Artesian wells are very much needed in some 

* . parts of the country where water cannot be 
Machinery. obtained from the rivers in sufficient quantity 
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for irrigation purposes. By means of pumping machinery, applied 
to electrical motors, sufficient power could be obtained at very 
reasonable prices for working any sized manufacturing or industrial 
enterprise. An example of this may be given. The falls of 
Juanacatlan have a good supply of water all the year round, and 
by means of a wheel race the water is conveyed to a large turbine 
that moves the electrical plant and other machinery for the cotton 
mill erected at the summit of the falls, and also generates sufficient 
electricity to light the city of Guadalajara, situated about 20 miles 
away. 


The want of a high class of hardware for building is more a 
able every day, and, as has often been mention 
F nagrsy before, this is an article that is not to be found 
in Mexico. There are five large hardware stores 
in Mexico City, and though they are very large establishments and 
keep an immense assortment of cutlery and hardware, it is all of 
articles that can be sold very cheaply. Scissors, cutlery, agricul- 
tural tools, &c., are all branches of the manufactures of steel and 
iron in which goods of a better quality would find a ready sale, as 
also a fine grade of surgical instruments of the latest invention; at 
present these are entirely imported from Germany and France. 


Paints and colours are also articles that with a little careful 
ee eat management could easily be introduced. The 
greater quantity of paints and colours are 
imported from Germany and are nearly all 
made from aniline dyes; varnishes are principally of American 
manufacture. Up to the present this branch of trade has received 
very little attention from the British manufacturer, and though 
one or two feeble attempts have been made to introduce them, no 
foothold has been acquired, owing to the lack of experience 
. required to conform to certain local customs and methods of 
businéss in the Mexican market. 


Colours. 


Glass, china and = are all articles where an opening in 
PF exico could be easil uired by the British 
ond manufacturer, if he assist his agents 
by stretching a point or two in regard to certain 

ial requirements for that market. 

The following example is of quite recent date. A merchant of 
Mexico City required some dinner ware of a certain weight and 
pattern, and the order was given to representatives of British manu- 
facturers for a quotation. After a long time the reply came that as 
they were not accustomed to make that style of ware in the quality 
required they could not accept the order, and in consequence the 
order was sent on to France and Germany, where it was executed 
without delay. 
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Leather goods could also find a very ready market in Mexico if 

the manufacturers would facilitate matters by 

Leather Goods. attending to certain little requirements in con- 

nection with the taste of the country. The 

greater part of fancy leather me such as purses, card cases, &c., 

are imported from France and Germany, where the manufacturers 

are always on the alert to provide for any innovation in the orders 
sent for execution. (Foreign Office, Annual Series, 2,546.) 


According to “ Engineering News ” (New York), of 10th inst., the 
Selieteens en the Governor of the State of Sinaloa is urging the 
State m Sintlet, construction of railways in that State, which is 

considered one of the richest agricultural States 
in the country. Mining development proceeds slowly for lack of 
railways. The Guadalupe de Los Reyes, in the Cosala district, 
and the El Tajo mines in the Rosario district, cannot be adequately 
developed until more railways are built. In Mazatlan there are 
being built a tannery, a brewery, a furniture factory, a brick kiln, 
&c. The revenue of the State is 90,0001. a year, and is in excess 
of the expenditure. A great deal of American and German capital 
has been invested in the State. 


The “Engineering News” also states that the Department 
Bower Beat in of Public Works has made a contract with 

the State the representative of Messrs. Gastinel, Arnaud & 
Urguija to utilise the waters of the Lerma 
River, in Michoacan, for power purposes. 
Overhead and underground wires will be employed. Construction 
is to commence at once, and be completed in five years. Instru- 
ments, apparatus, &c., are to be imported free of duty. 


of Michoacan. 


JAPAN. 


With reference to a note yr p- 191 of last week’s issue of the 

. . “Board of Trade Journal” relating to tenders 
Public Works in ¢,, public works in Formosa, HM. Consul for 
South Formosa states that the following public 
works are now in progress or contemplated in the island :— 

The railway from south to north (28,800,000 yen from 1899 
to 1908); a cross railway from east to west in the south central 
district ; harbour works at Takow; dredging works at Anping; 
waterworks at Takow; lighthouses (106,667 yen, North Island, 
Pescadores); and telegraphs (124,744 yen). The figures given 
are taken from the “ Rushton Budget Estimates” of this year 
(1900-01), and most of the contracts for the year have already 
been disposed of. (Foreign Office, Annual Series, 2,544.) 


Formosa. 


| 
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A despatch dated 4th inst. has been received at the Foreign 
Office from the Naval Attaché to H.M. Embassy at Berlin, 
enclosing translation of an extract from the ‘ Norddeutscher 
Algemeine Zeitung ” of 25th December last referring to improve- 
ments in German harbours. 

The following is a translation of the extract in question :— 

“The steady and rapid growth of the German sea traffic has 
prompted all German ports lately to take up the extension of 
their harbour works in order to be able to deal with the increasing 
quantities of goods loaded and unloaded. For these reasons the 
largest port in Germany, and at the same time on the continent, 
Hamburg, has repeatedly been enlarged. It has to-day 24 kilos. 
(15 miles) of quay and bank accommodation for sea-going vessels, 
and 28 kilos. (17 miles) for river vessels. 420 cranes have 
erected on the quays to facilitate the discharge and loading of 
vessels, and 170,000 square metres (42 acres) of storage sheds and 
34,000 square metres (8°4 acres) of warehouses, besides those of 
the Freeport Warehouse Company, are prepared for receiving goods. 
As the River Elbe does not afford sufficient depth of water for the 
modern enormous vessels, Hamburg has made Cuxhaven into an 
outer port for ships of any draught. 

The increasing accumulation of sand in the Weser below Bremen 
forced that city to arrange an outer port in Bremerhaven at the 
mouth of the Geeste, the first works having been completed in 
1830, a second improvement followed in 1851, and the third, 
the Kaiser Haven, in 1867. Later on the Unterweser (Lower 
Weser) was improved at an outlay of 33 million marks (about 
1,650,000/.) and made deeper, and then new harbour works were 
carried out in Bremen itself, costing 30 million marks (about 
1,500,0007.). 

The same amount was expended on the new modern harbour 
improvements of Stettin which also obtained, through the works 
completed two years ago, a freeport of 61 hectares (150 acres) 
extent, with a water expanse of 21 hectares (50 acres) and a 
waterway of 7 metres (23 ft.) depth. 

By making a sea canal to Pillau, Konigsberg obtained a safe 
road to the sea, at a cost of 12,300,000 marks (about 615,000/.), 
which will be definitely opened next year but which is already 
open to vessels of 5°5 metres (18 ft.) draught. In connection 
with this an inner harbour is shortly to be built. 

Great efforts have been made in Emden, with the practical 
assistance of the Prussian Government, in order to get back at 
least part of its former extensive traffic, lost after the harbour 
had filled up in consequence of the breaking through of the Ems, 
and the removal of the old river course 5 to 6 kilos. (3°1 to 3°7 miles) 
from the town. The total cost of the new harbour, including the 
extensive quay, shed, and railway arrangements for the Hamburg- 
American line, is estimated at about eight million marks (400,0001.) ; 
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for this, the Emden harbour will be made into a great seaport, the 
lower Ems will be given a depth of 10 metres (82°8 ft.) and the 
outer harbour a depth of 11:5 metres (37°5 ft.). 

These examples are followed by Papenburg and Leer, although 
the works are less expensive. 

_ Lubeck has again been enabled, by the completion of the Elbe- 
Trave Canal, to compete with her neighbours, and will be 
obliged to spend considerable. sums for modernising her harbour 
accommodation. 

Kiel, whose traffic has lost a little through the Kaiser Wilhelm 
Canal, is in a similar position; the intended new canal, as regards 
which negotiations with the Naval Authorities are pending, will 
soon increase this traffic, especially as the magnificent harbour of 
Kiel is in a particularly favourable position as regards depth 
of water. 

Simultaneously with the arrangements for a steam ferry now 
under construction between Warnemunde and Gjedser, costing five 
million marks (250,000/.), the harbour of Rostock-Warnemunde is 
being greatly improved. 

Danzig also intends, according to a recent resolution of the 
Town Government, to construct a modern port at a cost of about 
six million marks (300,000/.). Considerable sums have also been 
expended in Elbing, Memel, Geifswald, Stralsund, Wismar, 
Heiligenhafen, Schleswig, and other seaports, in order to improve 
the channels, the harbours and the arrangements for loading and 
unloading.” 
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The United States Commercial Agent at Vladivostock, in a 
report dated Ist November last, states that in the past, the 
importation of all merchandise was attended by great difficulties. 
Goods came overland from European Russia and by sea from 
Russia and foreign countries. The opening of direct sea communi- 
cation between Vladivostock and Odessa facilitated importation, 
but prices, particularly of manufactured articles, remained high. 
Enterprising people conceived the idea of establishing manu- 
facturing plants ; but the difficulties of obtaining raw material, as 
well as machinery, labourers, and foremen, not to mention that 
the market was a limited one, proved serious obstacles for some 
time. The Imperial Government, however, appeared on the field 
as an immense consumer and customer, and doubtless in purchas- 
ing large quantities of stores in Siberia, intended to develop 
ne industries in this territory. This it succeeded in 
oing. 
The construction of the Ussuri Railway brought about a 
general increase of business. The population began to grow 
rapidly and consumption rose in proportion. The importation of 
Russian and foreign goods by sea became larger, new methods of 
rocuring raw material were developed, and new factories were 
built and old ones enlarged. 

The following is a descriptive table of the factories in the 
Maritime Province :— 


Horse-power. 
tri No. of Capital Annual 
ind factories. Steam | invested. | production. 
| engines. 
Roubles. koubles, 
Saw mills ote eee 4 88 83 77,000 33,000 
Joiners’ shops... 2 _ _ 6,000 9, 
Match factory 1 20 12 180,000 100,000 
Flour mills... 4 44,000 163,000 
Distillery... 1 100 35 250,000 312,500 
Beer breweries 2 80,000 24,904 
Breweries of Chinese} 
beer ... 7 35,000 446,750 
Oil mills 1 8 6 30,500 33,000 
yard 1 40,000 5,000 
Tallow boiling 1 2 6 _ 200,000 
Soap boiling 1 7,000 10,000 
Tannery 1 60,000 100,000 
Brick works ... ied 14 12 12 189,000 268,200 
Beton (hydraulic 
cement) works... 1 5,000 
Pottery works 1 2,000 
Metal works ... 2 8 6 _ 45,000 
Total ... 60 262 208 _ 1,524,854 
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The above table does not include factories where the work is not 
continuous, nor those belonging to the Government. Neither 
water nor wind power is employed in any of the factories. 

For fuel in the works, firewood is mostly used ; but in Vladi- 
vostock and vicinity, where forests are few, coal will be substituted 
in the future. At present, the chief consumers of coal are the sea- 
going steamers, which are increasing in number from year to year. 
The coal used by these steamers comes mainly from Saghalin and 
Japan. The discovery on the mainland, in the South Ussuri 
district, of coal beds that can be depended upon will extend the 
use of this fuel. 

The workmen are nearly all Chinamen; a few Japanese, 
however, are employed as foremen. Russians are also employed 
where some degree of knowledge is required. Foreign fore- 
men are very scarce. Women and children are not employed 
at all, except in the match factory. The wages paid to persons 
who possess technical knowledge are very high in comparison with 
those of European Russia. In general, wages are high for common 
labourers, the majority of whom are also Chinamen. The labour 
of these people is less productive than that of European working 
men, and this tends to increase the cost of production. There is no 
labour question in the European or American sense. The demand 
for labour is always above the supply, notwithstanding the crowds 
of Chinamen that arrive by every steamer. 

The following table gives details concerning the factories in the 
Amoorskaya Province :— 


Horse-power. 
No. of Capital Annual 
Industries. factories. | Steam Steam | invested. | production. 
boilers. | engines. 
Roubles, | Roubles. 

Tar making ... 2 a — 900 2,200 
Flour mills oe 20 225 225 562,100 1,696,025 
Brandy distilleries ... 1 46 16 40,000 208,432 
Beer breweries 3 4 4 60,0L0 55,687 
Yeast making... 1 — — 1,000 3,500 
Rope yards 1 -- — 1,000 24,875 
Tanneries 8 18,500 120,100 
Soap boiling ... 3,000 34, 
Brick works ... 18 os — 20,000 94,000 
Limekilns...... 2 34,000 
Metal works ... 2 40 8 112,000 105,000 

Total ... 69 315 253 = 2,377,819 


There are more than 120,000 Russians in the province, besides 
Natives, Chinese, Japanese, and Koreans. 
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A despatch, dated 9th inst., has been received at the Foreign 
Office from H.M. Chargé d’Affaires at Cettinje, enclosing a 
memorandum giving a resumé of schemes for working mines, 
railways, and forests in Montenegro. 

The memorandum states that a French expert, Monsieur Albert 
Clerc, has recently been inspecting some of the forests north of 
Montenegro, with a view of ascertaining if they can be profitably 
worked for export purposes. These forests consist of oak, pine, 
and beach, but owing to the want of roads and means of transport 
they are of little value, and are, in fact, running to waste. The 
present price of the wood delivered at Nicsic, where the Prince of 
Montenegro has some saw mills worked by water-power is 33 
florins (about 5s. 8d.) the cubic metre. Monsieur Clerc has pointed 
out that the forests should be worked upon a proper system so 
that they may not, by reckless cutting, be destroyed, as so often 

pens in Turkey and in the Balkan countries generally, and 
that the water supply may not consequently be injured. 

The forests which, according to Monsieur Clerc, would be the 
easiest to work at the present time extend over 8,600 hectares 
(19,350 acres) and contain about 3,523,200 cubic metres 
(11,744,000 cubic feet) of wood. Whilst Monsieur Clere was 
“ prospecting ” the Montenegrin forests, the representative of a 
well-known Austrian mining engineer, Monsieur Dreskovitch, 
appears to have discovered what he considers to be a valuable iron 
mine in the Sutorman Hills between Cettinje and Antivari, and 
negotiations have been entered into with the Montenegrin Govern- 
ment for a concession of this mine, for a number of years, the 
concessionaires to pay 10 per cent. on.the profits which they may 
derive from it. 

The difficulty of transport again presents itself as a formidable 
obstacle in the way of profitable mining operations, and Monsieur 
Dreskovitch, at the request of the Prince of Montenegro, has gone 
carefully into the question of a narrow gauge railway from Antivari 
on the coast, to Nicsic, which would not only facilitate the working 
of the mines, but also that of the forests, besides benefiting the 
country generally. He says there are no technical difficulties in 
the way of the construction of a railway from Antivari to Nicsic, 
the length of which would be 150 kiloms. (about 95 miles) ; and the 

ient from 2 to 3 per cent. The total cost of construction 
including the rolling-stock is estimated at 5,500,000 fis. (458,3337.), 
the annual expenses at 265,000 fils. (22,083/.) and the receipts at 
780,000 fis. (65,000/.), the chief source of the latter being timber, 
which he estimates to yield 528,000 fis. or 44,0001. 

Antivari, the Montenegrin Port, which would be the terminus of 
the railway, is merely an open roadstead, and Monsieur Dresko- 
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vitch, in a separate report calculates the cost of rendering it a safe 
port accessible to large steamers in all weathers. 

He says Antivari is a roadstead exposed to the north and to the 
west. A quay with two breakwaters must be built, and it must be 
deepened to 5°60 metres (18 feet 8 inches). The west. break- 
water, length 600 metres (2,000 feet), and the north breakwater, 
length 1,000 metres (3,330 feet), should cost, say, 15,000/., the 
quay 23,000/., and the dredging 9,000, say, in round figures, 50,0001. 
Monsieur Dreskovitch estimates that the export trade would 
amount to 158,900 tons of goods, and 387,000 head of 
cattle, 1.¢., about 168,000 tons in all, which would require 168 
ships at 1,000 tons each, whilst the imports would amount to 8,000 
tons, .e., a total movement of 176,000 tons. A tax of 0:40 fi. per 
ton would produce a revenue of 70,400 fis., about 5,8661. 
Expenses 25,000 fis., about 2,083/., leaving an annual profit of 
45,400 fls., about 3,7831., t.c., 8 per cent. interest and sinking: 
fund. 

In concluding his despatch, Mr. Kennedy adds that the 
Montenegrin Government would welcome the assistance of English 
capitalists, and should any be disposed to examine the projects, he 
would advise them to place themselves in direct communication 
with the Minister for Foreign Affairs, the Voivode Gavro Vonko- 
vitch, to whom letters can be written in French or in Italian. 


BRITISH CEMENT IN THE UNITED STATES. 


A despatch dated 10th ult. has been received at the Foreign 
Office, from H.M. Consul-General at San Francisco, transmitting a 
memorandum by the British Vice-Consul at that port relating to 
Government contracts in the United States for cement. 

The Vice-Consul states that within two months from the date of 
his memorandum (th inst.), the United States Engineer Officer 
in charge of the fortification works now under construction in the 
neighbourhood of San Francisco, intends to solicit bids for 10,000 
wore of cement to be used on the fortification works at Point 

nita 

With reference to the above, the memorandum states that the 
State Board of Harbour Commissioners recently invited tenders 
for the supply of 10,000 barrels of cement to be used in the con-. 
struction of car ferry slips and piers. The contract was awarded 
to a manufacturer in the Staté of Utah, who offered his product at 

a lower price than any of the agents for foreign brands who 
naneet One of the unsuccessful bidders objected to the award 
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on the ground that the specifications called for barrels, whereas 
the Utah article was packed in bags. The Harbour Commissioners 
decided to re-advertise for bids, and to alter the wording of the 
specifications so that the bid of the Utah manufacturer could be 
accepted without exposing the Board to legal complication. The 
final award was made on the 27th ult., the time for tenders to 
be put in being limited to twelve days. 

Referring to these contracts the British Vice-Consul writes as 
follows :— 

“‘ Owing to the short time allowed for the presentation of bids 
and to the fact that delivery would be expected to begin immedi- 
ately after the award is rendered, it is obvious that British 
manufacturers cannot compete for these contracts unless they are 
represented in this market. From inquiries made among the 
merchants, I have ascertained that four brands of British cement 
‘are at present in stock and are being sold here, viz. :—The White, 
Gillingham, Elephant, and Knight, Bevan, and Sturge. All the 
principal Belgian and German brands are also in stock and their 
sale is being actively pushed in competition with the British and 
domestic articles. 

“ An unusually large stock has accumulated here which, with 
the shipments on the way, is said to be amply sufficient to meet all 
requirements for more than 12 months. At the present selling 
price of cement in Europe, including freight and duty, it cannot be 
landed here for less than 2°75 dols. per barrel, whereas the Utah 
production is being sold at 2°25 dols. for an equal quantity laid 
down where the work is actually proceeding. The competition of 
the latter article is causing importers a great deal of uneasiness as 
the quality is admitted to be excellent and they are unable to dis- 
pose of their large stocks unless they sell at a similar price which 
means a heavy loss.” 

A Circular, copy of which has been received with the above 
memorandum, gives the conditions and time limits for bids for 
these contracts. It is stated that the United States engineers have 
hitherto declined to entertain the proposal to use domestic cement 
on fortification work, but in the Circular referred to, there is a 
clause to the effect that it will be given preference over the foreign 
article. The copy of the Circular may be seen on application at the 
Commercial Intelligence Branch of the Board of Trade, 50, 
Parliament Street, London, 8.W., any day between the hours of 
10 a.m. and 5 p.m. 


4 

[ 
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The acting British Consul at Ssumao and Mengtse, in a recent 

report to the Foreign Office, states that Ssumao, 
Trade of Ssumao. situated in the south-west corner of Yunnan, 

on the edge, so to speak, of the Chinese 
Empire, was declared open to foreign trade in the year 1897. 
Hopes, based partly on the fact that the town, occupying a position 
rear the frontier of British, French, and Siamese territories, is also 
tae starting point for several roads into China, were entertained 
that a considerable commerce would spring up between Tonquin 
ani Burma on the one hand and Yunnan on the other. How far 
thee hopes have been falsified by experience is shown by the 
follewing returns of the Imperial Customs :— 


Value. 
1897. 1898. 1899. 
£ 
Imports ... dae 25,122 36,752 27,803 
Exports ... sie 5,103 5,735 6,900 
Total 80,225 42,487 34,703 


' In 1899 the duties collected amounted to 1,296l., which is 
not sufficient to pay for the staff, and the total returns for a year, 
when the trade of nearly every port in China showed an unprece- 
dented development, give a aan of nearly 8,000/., or 20 per 
cent. 


In the same report of the Acting British Consul at Ssumao and 
Mengtse, it is stated that while Ssumao has been a complete 
failure, Mengtse, the other open mart of the southern frontier 
of Yunnan, has been a conspicuous success. Mengtse is 
situated (lat. 23 deg. north, long. 104 deg. east) near the 
French Tonquin border, almost due south of Yunnan-fu, from 
which capital it is distant eight easy stages for pack animals over 
a plateau sloping up towards the north. The climate is excellent. 
A day and a-half’s journey to the south from Mengtse brings the 
traveller down into the low-lying and tropical valley of the Red 
River at Manhao, whence there is direct communication with the 
sea. Goods are brought from Hong Kong to Haiphong on the 
Tonkin coast, and thence up the Red River in junks. Small 
steamers can reach Laokai on the Chinese frontier, but the naviga- 
tion is so uncertain that shippers prefer junks. 

The difficulties of navigating the Upper Red River and the two 
days’ mule transport from the river valley up on to the plateau of 
Mengtse, are serious hindrances to the trade, yet Mengtse is the 
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commercial key of the best districts of Yunnan, and the returns, 
‘as given below, for the last three years are very satisfactory :— 


Value. 
1897, 1898, 1899, 
£ 
Total 596,804 854252 


Among imports the chief items in 1899 were as follows :— 


Articles. Value. 

European cotton goods (chiefly grey shirtings and T-cloths) ... 35,425 
Japanese yarns on op ove 38,244 
Matches obs ove eee 8,612 


The principal exports were as follows :— 


Articles. Value. 

£ 


It is worthy of note that in 1899 only 59,800/., or a little over 7 
per cent. of the total trade, was to, or from, the French Colonial 
Possessions ; all the rest, or 93 per cent., comes from, or goes to, 
the British colony of Hong Kong. 

The town of Mengtse itself is neither large nor wealthy ; it is 
little more than a forwarding station for goods. The Chinese 
merchants in Hong Kong barter their yarns and cottons against 
Yunnan tin and opium. There are three large warehouses at 
Manhao, whence the imports are forwarded on mules to Mengtse, 
whence after passing the Customs they are commonly sent on into 
the interior under transit pass on the day of their arrival. There 
are no banks in Mengtse, and in a town through which over . 
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750,0001. sterling of Hong Kong trade passes it is a matter of great 
difficulty to change a cheque on Hong Kong. 

From another point of view, Mengtse is of considerable import- 
ance. Situated on the edge of the healthy plateau of Yunnan, it . 
is the natural sanatorium for the French officials and soldiers who 
> compelled to live in the low and unhealthy valley of the Red 

iver. 

The reasons for the satisfactory development of the Mengtse 
trade may be summarised as follows :— 

1. The Red River is the natural trade route between Hong Kong 
and Yunnan, the land carriage being much less than by the West 
River route. 

2. The respect paid to transit passes by the local officials in 
Yunnan is very beneficial to the trade. Thus in 1899 no less than 
85 per cent. of the total imports and 95 per cent. of the cottons and 
yarns went into the interior under transit pass. An examination 
of the places for which passes were issued goes to prove that 
Mengtse supplies South Yunnan only. The towns which took up 
most of the imports were, in the order of their importance :— 
Yunnan-fu, Cheng Kiang, Chu Ching, Kai Hua, Lin An, all 
important centres in South Yunnan. Thus Mengtse is the chief 
supply town for a district containing a population of about 
2,500,000, or about half of the whole province. 

The unwonted observance by the officials of the treaty stipula- 
tions about transit passes is not due to foreign pressure, but to 
the action of the high officer (Taotai) who first opened Mengtse, 
and was an enemy of the likin officials. The passes once estab- 
lished have been maintained by the vigilance of the Commissioner 
of Customs. 

3. The importance of the tin production which enables the Yun- 
nanese to pay for their cottons and yarns. The important mines 
of Kuo-chiu are conveniently situated near Mengtse, and heavy 
charges for freight are thus avoided. In 1899 the price of tin in 
Hong Kong was very favourable to the operations of the local 
merchants and others who own the mines. 

In view of the large production of these mines, it is hardly 
necessary to state that the provincial board of mines which has 
hitherto effectually, prevented the development of the mineral 
resources of other parts of Yunnan has nothing to do with the 
management of Kuo-chiu. 

4, The tranquillity of the Red River, which was formerly 
much infested by pirates, is absolutely essential to the main- 
tenance of the Mengtse trade; this has been secured by the 
action of the French authorities. Soon after the conquest 
of Tonkin, Mengtse was found to be the most suitable mart 
on the Chinese side of the frontier, and since then the disorders 
on the Red River have been gradually suppressed. Roads, 
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telegraphs, and military stations have been established by the 
French along the great route, and though the natural obstructions 
to navigation have not and probably cannot be altogether removed, 
it should be remembered that the pacification of the river is 
entirely the result of French control, and that, were that control 
removed, the river highway would very soon be blocked. 

5. The unsatisfactory condition of the Chinese or West River 
route from Hong Kong and Canton to Yunnan has driven the 
trade to its rival the Mengtse route. The Acting-Consul states that 
the opening of Wuchou has done little or nothing to improve the 
condition of the Upper West River; and that, in the year 1899, 
after traversing the chief trade routes of Kwangsi, he came to the 
conclusion that this province had for some years been so infested 
by bandits who prey upon the West China opium and yarn 
trade, that no great volume of trade could be expected to 
pass to Yunnan by the West River. Most of the robbers have 
been expelled from Tonkin by the French and find a happy 
hunting ground in their own country, where the officials are 
too weak to deal with them. Furthermore, after goods have been 
landed at Po-se or Pei-Ngai, the heads of navigation on the West 
River, there is a long overland carriage of 18 days to Yunnan-fu 
along an execrable road and through very poor country. The 
number of dilapidated inns and stables, and the relics of stone 
causeways, coupled with the present scarcity of pack animals along 
this route, lead one to suppose that previous to the opening of 
Mengtse there was a considerable trade vid the West River. 
(Foreign Office, Annual Series, 2,542.) 


ig 
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RUSSIA. 


With reference to the notice which appeared at pp. 470-1, of the 

Speen te “ Board of Trade Journal” for the 29th 
A or de for November last, relative to procedure in the 

ie ca of case of fines imposed by the Russian Customs 

Customs Fines Authorities, the Board of Trade have now 

* received information, through the Foreign Office, 

with regard to the value of the stamps which should be affixed to 

applications addressed to the Russian Minister of Finance asking 
for the remission of such fines. 

It appears that under the new Revenue Stamp Law, which came 
into operation on the Ist/14th inst., it is not quite certain as yet 
whether applications of this nature should be accompanied by 80 
or 60 copeck stamps. H.M. Ambassador at St. Petersburg suggests 
therefore that such applications should be franked by two stamps 
of the higher denomination (i.e., of 80 copecks each), the second 
stamp being for the reply. 


GERMANY. 


The Board of Trade have received through the Foreign Office 
translations of certain Orders recently issued 
Tariff Decisions. by the Hamburg Customs Authorities with 
regard to the classification of certain articles 
imported via Hamburg into the German Customs Union. The 
following is the substance of these Orders :— 


Automatic Rat and Mouse Traps.—These contrivances, which 
consist of a wooden board to which is attached an iron descending 
arm that catches and kills the animal, are not to be regarded as 
traps (“ Fallen”) but as iron snares (“ Fangeisen”), and are to pay 
duty at the rate of 24 marks per 100 kilogs. (12s. 2d. per cwt.). 


Wall Paper and Packing Paper.—The following distinctions are 
to be made between wall paper and packing paper. Wall paper is 
thickly sized and is to a certain degree proof against moisture. It 
is almost invariably made up in rolls about 50 cm. in width, and 
weighs about 60 grammes per square metre. Packing paper on 
the other hand is less thickly sized and is not proof against moisture 
in the same degree as wall paper. One square metre weighs as a 
rule more than 60 grammes and the paper is either more or less 
than 50 cm. in width. In case of uncertainty the nature of the 
paper is to be decided according to the thickness of the sizing. 


. Tissue Paper for Copying Machines.—Rolls of this paper, about 
250 metres in length, inside which are wooden rollers having 
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projecting knobs for fastening the rolls into copying machines, are 
to be classed as “ paper goods in combination with other materials,” 
and are to pay duty under No, 27, f, 3, of the Customs Tariff at 


the rate of 24 marks per 100 kilogs. (12s. 2d. per cwt.). If, 
however, the rolls are imported without the wooden rollers, they 


are only to pay duty as tissue paper under No. 27, e. of the Tariff at 
the Conventional rate of 6 marks per 100 kilogs. (3s. 0$d. per cwt.). 


FRANCE. 


With reference to a notice which appeared at p. 637 of the 
ee, Heceaied “ Board of Trade Journal” for the 13th 
Coff - September last to the effect that coffee imported 
™ into France in sacks or bags was to be dutiable 
on the real, instead of on the legal, net weight, the Board of Trade 
have now received, through the Foreign Office, a copy of a 
French Presidential Decree, dated the 16th inst., which provides 
that, in the case of coffee imported in bags or bales of jute, tare 
will be allowed at the following legal rates :— 
For single wrappings ... seh ou ... 0°75 per cent. 
For double wrappings (two separate cloths)... 1 * 
Coffee imported in sacks or bags of other tissues will continue to 
be dutiable on the real net weight. 


SPAIN. 


With reference to the notice which appeared at pp. 490-1 of the 

ad “Board of Trade Journal” for the 7th June 

yo vance igo last relative to a Transitory Tax imposed on 

Cc a! cathe cereals and flour imported at the free ports of 

Island the Canary Islands, the Spanish “Gaceta de 

Canary Madrid” for the 23rd inst. publishes a Decree, 

dated the 20th inst., terminating the collection of the tax in 
question. 


ITALY. 


The “ Bollettino Ufficiale” of the Italian Ministry of Finance for 
December last contains a Decree relative to the 
os ee temporary importation of hard grain within the 
— “A at Naples. Customs-line of Naples. The Decree enacts that 
P exemption from duty shall be granted in the case 
of such grain when temporarily imported, provided that for every 
100 kilogs. of grain are exported 60 kilogs. of semolina or paste, 
18 kilogs. of flour, and 20 kilogs. of ordinary or fine bran. The 
duration of the Customs pass relating to such importations has 
been fixed at one month from the day after the importation has 
taken place. 


a 
4 
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SWITZERLAND. 
With reference to the notice which appeared at pp. 28 and 29 of 
the “Board of Trade Journal” for the 4th 


“ 

Bhan we October last to the effect that the free importa- 
peony tion of grey cottons into Switzerland, under 
“temporary admission” conditions, was to 
continue until the 31st ult., the Board of Trade have now received 
information, through the Foreign Office, that in the case of 
jaconets the period of free admission under the conditions referred 

to has been prolonged up to the end of May next. 


GUATEMALA. 


With reference to the notice at p. 693 of the “ Board of Trade 
Reduction of Journal” for the 28th June last, in which it 
; was stated that all import duties on goods 

Import Duties. 
imported into Guatemala from the Ist July to 
the 31st December last would be reduced by 30 per cent., the 
Board of Trade have now received information, through the 
Foreign Office, to the effect that the reduction referred to will 

continue in force until the 380th June next. 


PERU. 


With reference to the notice which appeared at p. 26 of the 

— one “Board of Trade Journal” for the 3rd inst., 

Tariff relative to the new Peruvian Customs Tariff, 

the following statement has now been prepared 

at the Board of Trade showing the valuations and rates of duty 

under the new Tariff, as compared with those formerly in force, in 

the case of certain articles which seem likely to be of interest to 
British trade. 

As previously stated, the complete tariff, in the original Spanish, 
may be consulted by persons interested on application at the offices 
of the Commercial Intelligence Branch of the Board of Trade, 50, 
Parliament Street, London, 8.W., on any day between the hours 
of 10 a.m. and 5 p.m. 


Note.—The nominal value of the Peruvian “sol” is 4s. 


Former Duty. New Duty. 
Article. 
‘ Rate of Rate of 
Valuation. Duty. Valuation. Duty. 
Sols, Cts. Sols. Cts, 
Cotton Yarn— 
For weaving, gross weight in cases |Kilog.0 380 | 40°, ||Kilog.0 30 40°, 
in bales and other » O 85 
packages, gross weight, 
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Former Duty. New Duty. 
Article. 
Rate of . Rate of 
Valuation. Duty. Valuation. Duty. 
Sols. Cts. Sols. Cts. 
Cotton thread for sewing, in balls |Kilog.1 20 | 40°, |/Kilog.1 40 | 40°, 
and skeins. 
Cotton thread for embroidery,| ,, 1 60 - » 1 80 ” 
darning, &c 
Woollen Yarn— 
Yarn of goats’ hair, including » 5 00 ” » OO 
paper wrappers and boxes. 
., do., mixed with silk, in- ” o 
cluding paper wrappers and 
boxes. 
weight. 
Do. of merino or its imitations 
Do., do., combined with silk » 4 00 » 
or imitation thread. 
Yarn for weaving... oie ore 
Linen and hemp thread— J 11,000 
On spools... ... mtrs/2 4° 
Fine, in balls or » 3 40°, |Kilog.3 60 
ing, weaving, &c., including the 
cardboard cases. 
Medium, for tailors, in cardboard » 
cases. 
skeins, for shoemakers, packed : 
in cases, gross weight. 
Do., do. in bales or other » 9 80 s » 0 9 ~ 
packages, gross weight. 
Hempen yarn, not specially men- ” » 50 
tioned, gross weight. 
Cotton manufactures— 
Cambric, lawn, gauze or muslin, » 2 00 pa » 2 50 a 
figured or plain, or scolloped, 
for curtains, in cases, gross 
weight. 
Do., do. in bales or other » » 8 00 
packages, gross weight. 
guipure lace, in cases, gross 
weight. 
Do., do. in bales or other » 8 60 
packages, gross weight. 
Cretonnes, plain, twilled, &c., for » 
furniture and for curtains, in 
cases, weight. 
Do., do., in bales or other pack- » & @ Pe » +2 20 
ages, gross weight. ’ 
Damask, in cases, gross weight ... @ 
Do., in bales or other pac » 1 
gross weight. 
* In the old Tariff the classification was as follows— Sols. Cts. 
On spools containing up to 92 metres of thread......... gross 4 00... 40%, 
- more than 92 and up to 184 , 8 00... , 4 


” 
metres of 


P 
threads, 
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Former Duty. New Duty. 
Article. 
Rate of Rate of 
Valuation. Duty. Valuation.- Duty. 
Cotton manufactures (contd.)— Sols. Cts. Sois. Cts, 
Drills, &c., for men’s or boys’ |Kilog.0 80] 40°, ||Kilog.1 00] 40°, 
clothing, in cases, gross weight 
Do., do., in bales or other pack-| ,, 1 00 ™ » 1 20 ” 
ages, gross weight. 
Plush or velvet, orstamped,| ,, 2 50 8 00 ” 
for dresses, gross weight, in 
cases, 
| Do., do., in bales or other pack-| ,, 3 00 * » 3 60 ” 
ages, gross weight. 
Stockings and socks, with orwith-| ,, 1 50 " » 1 60 ” 
out seam, gross weight, in cases. 
Pi oo, bales or other pack-| ,, 1 80 - » 2 00 ” 
ages, gross weight. 
Lace and blonde ... » £ 00 a » 6 00 ” 
Flannel, plain or twilled, white, » 0 85 ° n 1 0 ” 
unbl eached, or coloured, in 
cases, gross "weight 
Do.,do.,in bales or other packages,| ,, 1 00 » 
gross ‘weight. 
Blankets, in cases, gross weight...| ,, 0 70 me » O 80 ” 
Do., in bales or other packages, e %@ > » 1 ” 
s weight. 
— hemp, and jute manufac- 
tures— 
Carpets of hemp of all kinds,in| , 0 90 * » 1 0 ” 
cases, gross weight. 
Do., do. vin 3 ” » 1 20 ” 
gross weig 
Dick of all Kinds, in cass, groe » 0 8 » 1 0 ” 
weight. 
Do.,do.,in bales or other packages,| ,, 1 00 ” »n 1 2 ” 
gross weight. 
Ticking of all kinds, in cases, gross » it @ ” » 1 20 ” 
weight. 
eight 
for table-cloths, napkins,| ,, 1 50 » 1 80 
or towels, in cases, gross weight 
Do., do., in » 1 80 » 2 20 ” 
gross weight. 
Damask for floors and for covering » 9 80 » 00 
carpets, in cases, gross weight.. 
,do.,in packages,} , 0 90 » 1 2 ” 
weight 
* Drill, un unbleached, and lining-cloth,| ,, 1 00 » 9 80 
in cases, gTOSs weight. 
Do.,do., in bales or other packages, » 1 00 
gross weight, 
Do., white or coloured, in cases,| ,, 1 20 % »n 1 ® ” 
weight. 
Do.,do., in bales orotherpackages,| ,, 1 40 » 1 80 
gross weight, 
* The new Tariff adds “ up to 12 threads of weft or warp.” 
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Former Duty. New Duty. 
Article. 
; Rate of , Rate of 
Valuation. Daty. Valuation. Duty. 
Linen, &c., manufactures (contd.)— Sols. Cts. Sols. Cts. 
Lace of linen, fine, including need 40 00] 40°, |/Kilog.60 00] 40°, 
Valencienne, English 
and similar classes, including 
packages. 
Do., other, in cardboard cases...... » 10 00 a » 12 00 i 
and tents, gross weight. 
Table-cloths and napkins, plain » 1:60 ” » 
or damasked, single or in the 
piece, in cases, gross weight. 
Do.,do.,in bales or other packages, ». 1 180 i » 2 40 
gross weight. 
Packing cloth of hemp or jute ...| ,, 0 20] 28% n 0 20] 28% 
Stockings and socks, of all kinds,| ,, 6 00| 40% » 10 00] 40%, 
and hose of Scotch yarn, gross 
weight, in cases. 
The same in bales or other pack- » 8 00 » » 12 00 x 
ages, gross weight. 
*Holland, lawn,cambric, gauze, &c.| -,,15 ,, 18 00 
Handkerchiefs, plain, hemmed or os 50 8 00 
not, with or without letters » 5 00 } “4 ” ” 
or monograms, gross weight. 
Woollen manufactures— 
Carpets : 
Of common tissue, gross weight, |Kilog.0 80 | 40°), 40°, 
in cases. 
Do., do., in bales or other pack- » lo “A ae 6 
With uncut pile, of all classes,| ,, 1 00! ,, 
gross weight, in cases. 3 zs 
Do., do., in bales or other pack- 
ages. 
With velvet pile, of all classes,} ,, 1 20) ,, 
gross weight, in cases. 3 
Do., do., in bales or other pack- » 1 40 eB: a x 
ages. > 
Baize of all kinds, gross weight... » 180 Kilog. 2 00 
Cashmere, cloth, and twilled flan- Appraissd'et 
nel in imitation of cashmere, | 
with warp or weft of cotton : per centi- 
Up to0-80 metresin width ... metre of Metre 0 45 
1°60 ,, (double width) width. J ” » 0 90 
Do., do., do., of wool, pure, or with | ( Appraised at 
an admixture of cotton : 1} centavos 
Up to0-80 metres in width’ . { 
160 _,, (double width) width. ” 40 
Blankets, of flock wool (“borra |Kilog.0 50  ||Kilog.0 60 
de lana”), gross weight, in cases. 
Do., in bales or other packages, » 0 
gross weight. 
Blankets, of similar classes, with » 00 
or without borders, gross weight, 
in cases. 
Do., in bales other packages, » 2 40 
gross weight 


* The new Tariff adds “having more than 25 threads of warp or weft.” 
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Article. 


Former Duty. 


New Duty. 


Valuation. 


Rate of 
Duty. 


Valuation. 


Rate of 
Duty. 


Woollen (contd.)— 

Velvet or plush, for upholstery, 
with or without admixture of 
cotton or floss silk, gross weight, 
in cases. 

Do., in bales or other packages, 
gross weight. 

Stockings ona socks, with or with. 
out cotton weft, i in cases, gross 
weight. 

Do., do., in bales or other pack- 
ages, gross weight. 

Coal, gross weight ... ove ove 
Cutlery— 

Table knives, with iron forks, 
with handles of bone, horn, 
vulcanised rubber, i iron, or wood, 
ordinary or dessert size. 

Do., with handles of fine wood or 
celluloid, or of common metal, 
plain or nickelled. 

Do., with plated or ivory handles, 
ordinary or dessert size. 

Do., with a solid handle in one 
piece, plated, ordinary or dessert 
size, without cases. 

Do., with mother-of-pearl handle, 
ordinary or dessert size or for 

_ fish, without cases. 

Do., plated for fish, with mother- 
of-pearl handles. 

asc | knives and forks with 
handles of bone, metal, wood, 
or buckhorn, without cases. 

{NorE.—Under the new Tariff 
knives and forks imported 
separately are to be appraised 
at half the valuation stated 
above forthe respective classes. ] 

Razors, with or without cases, 
with handles of ivory, tortoise- 
shell, or mother-of-pearl. 

Do., with handles of wood, bone, 
horn, celluloid, or composition. 


Pottery of common clay, unglazed, { A. 


gross weight. 

China-ware, white or coloured, of 
all kinds. 

Porcelain, of all kinds, including 
hinese. 

Bags and sacks— 

Sacks of canvas and osnaburg, 
for "ees purposes, gross 
weight 

Sacks of. hemp, pita or esparto, 
for packing sugar or grain, also 
those for metals, unused, gross 
weight. 

Do., do., do., used, gross weight... 


Kilog.2 00 


» 2 40 
» 4 00 


» 5 00 


» 0 10 


Sols. Cts. 


40 


40 


314 


Sols. Cts. 
Kilog.3 00 


10 


40, 


” 


” ” 6 00 ” 
” » 7 20 
Ton 10 00} Free |Kilog.0 02] Free 
Doz. 1 || Doz. 1 60} 40%, 
” 2 60. ” Pigg 3 00 ” : 
” 9 50 ” ” 12 00 ” 
» 5 00 * » 10 00 ” 
” 15 00 ” " 20 00 i 
» 30 00 yy 4, 36 ” 
. ” 8 00 ” ” 10 00} ” 
4 
” 12 00 ” ” 18 00 ” 
” 5 00. ” “” 7 00 ” 
” 0 05 ” ” 0 20 ” 
» O 12]. ” ” 0 60 ” 
Kilog.0 55| 9 60] 313%, 
” 0 20 ” ” 0 20 ” 
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Former Duty. _ New Duty. 
Article. 
Sols. Cts. Sols. Cts, 


Machinery— 
Motive, of all kinds, driven by |Kilog.0 18} Free |Kilog.0 15] Free 
steam, electricity, water, or any 
element whatever, gross weight. 
Agricultural and mining,and for}; ,, 0 13 ” » O 20 ” 
industries immediately con- 
nected therewith, gross weight. 


For the manufactures of tissues, { | According to } 0 65O 
For arts and trades, gross weight |Kilog.0 13{ 10°, » 9 2} 10% 
Iron and steel manufactures— 
Steel bars or plates, gross weight » O 15] Free » O 16] Free 
» wWire,ofallsizes,grossweight| , 0 26 » 380 
Iron, cast or wrought, tinned or ‘ 
not, in the following manu- 
factures, all gross weight— 
_Hoop-iron, for paeking ” » 20 ” 
Wire (iron), tinned, galvanised,| ,, 0 12 pe an “ 
or not, gross weight. 
Wire (iron), galvanised, for} ,, 0 10 
fencing, barbed or not, gross 
weight. } 
Tools and utensils of iron and| ,, 0 265 » 0 20 
steel, which can only be used 
for agriculture and mining. 
Wire cables... one oan » O 16 ” » O 20 ” 
Rails and their accessories ... ” ” 
_Iron, in igs or ingots enc oon ” ” ” ” 
Sheet, bent or not; bars not} ,, 0 06] 10°, » 9 06] 10% 


worked, square or round ; 
and plates for boilers or other 


uses. 
Sheet, corrugated, galvanised » 9 10} 20% 
or painted, for building and 


other purposes. 
for aqueducts » 08 | 40%, 104) 80°}, 
and other uses. 
Tubes of malleable or wrought » O 12 
iron, for steam boilers and 
other uses, 
» 0 » O 85 
Nails - galvanised iron, gross| , 0 16} 20°, » O 20] 20% 
weight. 
Wire nails, gross weight gy » 0.10 » 
Sulphate of copper— 
Bluestone,” gross weight » 0°90 40°, » 0 
Specific || } 
Soap, common, of all kinds and of 0 152 | duty of 0 19] 65% 
whatever origin, gross weight. ” 7 cents a ° 
per kilog. 
Glass— 
Ordinary sheet glass, gross weight* » C64: 40%, 40%, 
Sheet glass, ground, figured or » 0 


coloured, gross weight. 


* The new Tariff adds “up to 4 millimetres in thickness.” 


| 
‘ 
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Former Duty. New Duty. 
Article, 
Valuation. Valuation. 
Glass (contd.)\— Sols. Cts. Sols. Cts. 


Mirror glass, coated with quick-|Kilog.0 60 | 40°], ||Kilog.0 80] 40°, 
silver or varnish, gross weight. 
Plate glass, not quicksilvered,} ,, 0 25 ” » O 25 
flat or curved, more than 4mm. . 
in thickness, ‘for any use, gross 


weight. 
Cement, Roman, and similar kinds, » 9 O3 | Free, » O O3 | Free. 
weight, 
goods— 
‘aper of cotton or linen, for} ,, 0 40].40°%, » 50} 40 |, 


letters or documents, ruled or 
not, and writing paper with 
envelopes in boxes, of all classes, 
neither stamped nor with 


monograms, 
Pa) of cotton, for printing or » O 2 
books, gross weight. 

Do., ‘of linen, do., do., gross weight » O 40 ~ » O 50 

Do., for printing journals, un- » O 20] Free. » 9 20]| Free, 
glazed, gross weight... 

Packing paper, coloured and un- » 0 22 Yo n. 0: 264. 40%, 
glazed, gross weight. 

VENEZUELA. 


New Customs Tariff—(continued from p. 226). 
Ciass VI.—(continued), 


Goods which pay 2 bolivars 50 centimes per inlogramme. 
[Norr.—The bolivar is equivalent to 9,4 d.] 

457. White metal or German silver, in articles of all kinds not 
otherwise mentioned. 

458. Goose quills, prepared as tooth picks. 

459. Feather dusters. 

460. Imitation jewellery. 

461. Table or wall clocks, alarm clocks, water clocks, hour 
glasses, and all other similar articles, with the exception of watches 
and also of tower clocks imported by the Federal Government. 

462. Hats, caps, hat frames, and bonnets of straw or its imita- 
tions, not trimmed. 

463. Patent leather, not manufactured. 

464, Tobacco, unmanufactured, or twisted for chewing, and 
cigarette paper. 

465. Dowlas (“warandol”), white, of linen or of linen mixed 
with cotton. 

466. Chintz, nainsook, calicoes, cretonnes, tarlatans, cambrics, 
fine French striped cloth, and other fine tissues which have more 
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than 13 threads in the warp. or woof in a square of five millimetres ; 
poplins, “malvinas,” Japanese cloths, lustring, coloured percales, 
and any other coloured cotton cloths, similar to the above, and not 
otherwise mentioned under different classes, such as cotton 
merinos, &c. 


Cxass VII. 


Goods which pay five bolivars per kilogramme. 
[Nore.—The bolivar is equivalent to 9,%,4.] 


467. Fans of all kinds. 

468. Opera cloaks of wool, or of wool mixed with cotton. 

469. Undershirts of linen or of linen mixed with cotton. 

470. Sword sticks, and sticks with mechanism for firing. 

471. Purses of linen or cotton. 

472. Stockings, socks, fringes, tassels, lace, ribbons, bands, 
tapes, trimmings, plushes, caps, mantles, capes, waistbands, bows, 
epaulettes, list shoes, gloves, of wool or of wool mixed with cotton. 

478. Boots and shoes, only cut out or without soles, and rugs of 
sheepskin. 

. 474, Shirts, iti up, of cotton, and having no parts of linen. 

475. Woven uppers for sandals. 

~-476. Rugs, carpets, and all other crocheted articles, except those 
of silk. 

477. Chasubles, viaticum cases, altar cloths, copes, dalmaticas, 
stoles, maniples, communion cloths, bands and other ecclesiastical 
vestments, and church ornaments. 

478. Cigarettes rolled in paper or maize leaf. 

479. Cravats of cotton, hair, or wool. 

480. Curtains, hangings, and mosquito nets, of linen or cotton. 

481. Braces, corsets, slip bodices, corset covers, and garters of 
all kinds. 

482. Skirts, dressing gowns, night gowns, petticoats, pillow slips, 
and chemises of linen or of linen mixed with cotton, except those 
of holland batiste or of linen or “clarin” or mixed with cotton, 
which are comprised in Class VIII. 

483. Lace, embroidered bands, blonds, edgings, ribbon borders, 
epaulettes, tassels, cords, fringes, scarves, braids, gloves, and 
trimmings of linen or cotton. 

484, Swords, sabres, daggers, fine hunting knives, blunderbusses, 
pistols, revolvers, guns, muskets, rifles, cannon, carbines, and 
other fire-arms for artillery and infantry, including projectiles, per- 
cussion caps, nipples, gun-locks, cartridges loaded or empty, and 
everything relating to side or fire-arms, and compressed air guns. 

485. Pyrotechnic or Bengal lights. 

486. Fireworks. 

487. Horse cloths and horse blankets of all kinds. 


i 
q 
4 
i 
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488. Stockings of linen or of linen mixed with cotton, and 
stockings of Scotch twisted yarn. 

489. Shot bags, powder flasks, cap boxes, and game bags. 

490. Muslins ; crépon of cotton, coloured; lawn; cotton 
gauze, called “rengue”; barege; grenadine ; ongandy 5 3 zephyr; 
very m7 linen cloth known as “ clarin” ; “dulce sueno’ ; tarlatan ; 
“¢mité”; batiste of holland; cotton batiste ; white or coloured, 
plain, weshaiy transparent or ‘embroidered, in ‘pieces or cut out for 
dresses ; and all other tissues similar to the above and not included 
in other classes. 

491. Muslins and batistes of linen, or of linen mixed with other 
materials, unbleached or coloured, in pieces or cut out for clothes. — 

492. Cotton velvet (“panilla”), cotton plush, and imitation 
velvet, in pieces or ribbons, 

493. Fine and common woollen cloth, cassimere, cassinette, 
muslin, satin, knitted goods, flannel, “ lanilla,” bombazine, alpaca, 
crape, merino, serge, lasting, damask, and all other tissues of wool, 
or of wool mixed with cotton, not mentioned in other classes, 
unless made up into wearing apparel, which would bring them 
under Class IX. 

494. Shawls, foulards, large and small, of muslin; lawn knitted 
goods or other fine cotton tissues, and tissues made “of ramie or of 
cotton mixed with this fibre. 

495. Handkerchiefs, shawls, large and viol foulards, table 
cloths, and undershirts of wool or of wool mixed with cotton, 
neither ornamented nor embroidered with silk. 

496. Umbrellas, sunshades and parasols, of silk or of silk mixed 
with wool or cotton. 

497. Skins, tanned, manufactured in any shape, not mentloned 
in other classes. 

498, Guipure or tulle of cotton or pita. 

499. Saddles, head-stalls, gun cases and pistol holsters, reins, 
girths, cruppers, and sheepskin horse covers of all kinds. 

500. Tobacco, raw, and tobacco stalks. 


Crass VIII. 
Goods which pay ten bolivars per kilogramme. 
{ NorE.—The bolivar is equivalent to 9-5,d. | 

501. Ornaments and nets for head dress of all kinds. 

502. Human hair and its imitations, worked or not. 

503. Shirts, made up, of linen or wool, or of cotton with parts 
of linen ; trousers, jackets, blouses, waistcoats, drawers, coats, 
overcoats, , vests, and all other ready-made clothes, of linen or cotton, 
for men, not mentioned in other classes. 


504. Collars, shirt fronts, and cuffs of linen or cotton, for men and 
women. 


505. Hammocks, netted, of all kinds. 
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506. Skirts, petticoats, pillow slips, and chemises of batiste or 
light linen tissue (“clarin”), pure or mixed with cotton. 

507. Flowers and fruits, artificial, not otherwise mentioned, and 
materials for making flowers, with the exception of coloured paper 
comprised ia Class VI. 

508. Gloves of skin, with the exception of boxing gloves, which 
are comprised in Class V. 

509. Dutch batiste, light tissue (‘‘ clarin”), knitted goods, 
zephyr, lawn, tarlatan, muslin, and all other fine linen or cotton 
tissues, made up into articles such as frills, ruches, infants’ caps, 
skirts, cuffs, chemisettes and other similar articles and adornments 
not mentioned in other classes. 

510. Precious stones, pearls, and jewellery ; articles wholly or in 
part of gold or silver; watches of any material, watch cases, 
jeweilery cases and similar articles, even when imported separately. 

511. Books and albums, bound in velvet, silk, mother-of-pearl, 
tortoise shell, ivory, Russian leather, or with gilt or silver ornaments. 

512. Handkerchiefs of linen, or of linen mixed with cotton. 

513. Bookbindings, imported separately, and removable book 
covers. 

514. Feathers for hats and bonnets and other similar uses, and 
hearse plumes imported separately from the hearses. 

515. Silk, pure or mixed with other materials, and tissues of 
other materials mixed with silk. 

516. Cloths or tissues of all kinds, mixed or embroidered with 
gold or silver, real or imitation, with the exception of church 
ornaments or ecclesiastical vestments comprised in Class VII. 

517. Stuffs and tissues of wool mixed with cotton, made up as 
mosquito nets, hangings, curtains, and other articles not elsewhere 
mentioned. 

518. Tobacco, manufactured and prepared in any form, not other- 
wise mentioned. To this class belong cigarettes rolled in tobacco 
leaf. 


Cuass IX. 


Goods which pay twenty bolivars per kilogramme. 
(NotEe.—The bolivar is equivalent to 9,4,d.] 

519. Placards, showcards, and handbills, printed or lithographed. 

520. Cigarette wrappers. 

521. Boots and shoes, and tanned skins cut out and prepared 
for boots and shoes. 

522. Circulars, printed or lithographed; labels of all kinds, 
printed or lithographed, which are not attached to any article; 
printed visiting cards, with or without coloured designs. 

523. Fine and common cloths, cassimere, satin, knitted goods, 
flannel, alpaca, “ cambron,” bombazine, serge, lasting, and damask, 
of wool or of wool mixed with cotton, made up as men’s clothing. 


— 
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524. Envelopes of all kinds, finished or only cut out. 

525. Hats, bonnets, and caps, trimmed, of every kind, for women 
and children. 

526. Hats of black silk plush, with high crowns, and similar 
hats of any material, including opera hats; hats simply cut out; 


hats of fulled felt, and all other kinds of hats, wholly or partially 
finished, excepting those of straw or its imitations. 

527. Advertising cards, large, printed or lithographed. 

528. Tarlatan, silk, wool, batiste of holland, light tissue (“‘clarin”), 
zephyr, lawn, muslin, and all other tissues of linen or cotton made 
up into ladies’ wearing apparel. 

529. Men’s clothing of wool, linen, or cotton, with the exception 
of that mentioned in other classes. 

[Note.—The above portion of the Tariff, and the portions 
published in the last two issues of the “ Journal,” form 
Article I. of the new Customs Law. The Law contains also 
the following 

Article 2.—All Customs duties shall be levied on the gross 
weight, in bolivars and centimes of the bolivar. 

Article 3.—The importation of the following articles is pro- 
hibited :— 

Cocoanut oil, starch, indigo, cocoa, coffee, molasses from sugar 
and honey, salted jerked meat, salt, sarsaparilla roots, spurious 
gold coin and silver money, and apparatus for coining money, 
unless imported for the Government mint. 

Should the Executive Power deem it expedient to authorise the 
importation, through the Custom Houses of the Republic, of any 
prohibited article, it shall fix the duty to be levied on such article, 
and will report to Congress at its first session. 

Article 4.—The Executive Power may totally or partially prohibit 
the importation of all kinds of tissues, ready-made wearing apparel, 
hats, bonnets, and caps, and debar entry thereof through the Custom 
Houses of the Republic, if the industries and manufactories in 
their districts producing goods of the above description have in. 
importance and development reached a sufficient degree to meet 
the demands of consumption, provided that purchasers do not 
suffer in consequence of such prohibition. 

Article 5.—F or the importation of dutiable fire-arms through the 
Custom Houses of the Republic, as well as powder, dynamite, shot, 
cartridges, caps, primers, flints, saltpetre, and all other explosive 
materials not mentioned in the present law, a special permission 
or order from the General Government is necessary. 

Arms of precision and all war articles exclusively intended for 
the arsenals can only be imported by the National Government. 

Article 6.—For all articles mentioned in the Tariff the material 
from which they are made will not be considered, the class under 
which they are placed being solely taken -into account. Hence 

B 


i 
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trusses, syringes, clyster pumps, toys, masks, spectacles, portfolios, 
card cases, and all other specified articles pay the duty of the class 
to which they belong, whatever be the material from which 
manufactured, except when they are partially made of gold or 
silver, in which case they are comprised in Class IX. 

Article 7.—Packages containing samples of tissues in small 
pieces or samples of wall paper, and weighing more than 25 kilo- 
grammes, shall, for the weight exceeding 25 kilogrammes, pay the 
duty stipulated in Class ITI. 

Article 8.—When goods or products subject to import duties are 
imported, such goods being unknown in the country and not 
specified in the Tariff nor in the latest resolutions of the Ministry 
of Finance, the importers can state this fact in their manifests and 
address a petition to the Government, accompanied by a sample of 
the goods or products, to permit the proper denomination or 
classification thereof. 

Article 9.—Machines, tools, and other mining apparatus shall 
enjoy the exemption from import duties only once for each mining 
company, and the extra parts imported to replace the same shall 
not enjoy the same exemption. 

Article 10.—Maritime Custom Houses cannot, without previous 
order from the Ministry of Finance, authorise the importation of 
machines comprised in Nos. 6, 21, 22, and 23 of the Tariff, nor of 
artistic objects of a monumental character. To obtain this order 
the interested party must in every case address a petition, 
previously examined by the respective Custom House, to the 
Ministry concerned, requesting the free entry of the articles. 

Artwle 11.—Unused foreign articles which travellers import 
with their luggage, shall, in addition to the duties leviable thereon 
under the Tariff, be liable to a surtax of 20 per cent. 

Article 12.—The Executive Power is authorised to increase, 
decrease, or abolish the duties leviable on alimentary products of 
primary necessity under the present Tariff, when unforeseen 
circumstances render such changes necessary, subject, however, to 
reporting to Congress the measures which it has deemed proper to 
take. 

Article 13.—Should unfitted articles be imported in one package 
or in different packages, they shall be liable to the duties applicable 
thereto when imported in a fitted condition. 

Article 14.—The Executive Decree of the 7th of November 
last ordering the Customs Tariff promulgated in 1897 to be put into 
force, and all subsequent resolutions relating to the Tariff to be 


imposed on foreign goods, are hereby repealed. 
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ARGENTINA. } 
A copy has been received at the Board of Trade, eosiaal the 
Tariff Foreign Office, of an Argentine Decree, dated 


nee the 6th ult., dealing with the classification, for 
pment tariff purposes, of mixed. textiles imported into 
the Republic. 
' The Decree provides that if, when mixed textiles are cleared 
through the Custom House, the quality declared by the merchant 
should be found to be inferior to the real quality of the .article 
by containing a percentage of the principal material of not more 
than three per cent. above that allowed by the section of the 
tariff under which the goods have been declared, the Customs shall 
clear such merchandise under the tariff valuation most favourable 
to the importer. This applies particularly to mixed tissues of 
wool and cotton. 


ECUADOR. 
The Board of Trade have received, through the Foreign Office, a 
New translation of the New Ecuadorian Customs 
Customs Tariff. Tariff, contained in a recompilation of the 
Ecuadorian Customs Law which came into 
force on the 1st inst. 

H.M. Consul at Guayaquil reports that, in addition to the 
former surcharges of 77 per cent. leviable upon all import duties, 
a further surcharge of 23 per cent. is also leviable (See ‘“ Board 
of Trade Journal” for the 25th October last, p. 197, and 6th 
December, p. 532), making 100 per cent. in all, so that the import 
duties specified i in the Tariff must now be doubled in estimating 
the amount payable on any given article. 

It is proposed to publish the new Tariff in full, partly in the 
current namber of the “Journal,” and the remainder in future 
issues. 


Import Tariff, 

For the assessment. of import dues foreign articles introduced 
through the Custom Houses of the eden shall be divided into 
the following 15 classes :— 

Class 1.—Articles whose introduction is prohibited. 


io * Do. free of import dues. 
» 8 Do. paying 1 cent of a sucre* for each kilogramme, 
gross weight. 

| 2 cents do. do. do. 
Do. do. do. do. 

Do. « do. do. do.. 

Do. do. ,, do. do... do. 

» Do. @: do. do. do. 


* The nominal value of the sucre is 4s, 


q 
B2 q 
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Class 9.—Articles paying 25 cents of a sucre for each kilogramme, 


gross weight. 
9°10. Do. do. do. do. 
aes Do. do. 1 sucre do. do. 
» 38. Do. do. 1 sucre 50 cents do. do. 
a 3. Do. do. 2 sucres do. do. 
» 14. Do. do. 3 sucres do. do. 
Do. do. 15 sucres do. do. 
»» 15. {Precious stones, whether mounted or not, paying 150 
sucres per kilogramme. 
Cuass I. 
Prohibited Articles. 


1. Cane spirit and its compounds. 

2. Balls, shells, grenades, metallic cartridges for rifles, and other 
ammunition for war. 

3. Liquids, or food stuffs, which contain poisonous materials, 
or materials injurious to health. 

4, Carbines, rifles, cavalry rifles, rockets, pistols, and other arms 
for war. 

5. Dynamite, and other similar explosives. 

6. Labels or marks for merchandise, of which the proprietary 
mark has been registered in Ecuador, unless imported by the 
registering manufacturers or their authorised agent. 

7. Kerosine testing under 150 deg. 

8. Machinery and apparatus for coining. 

9. False money of any kind. 

10. Gunpowder, and salt (of the kind subject to monopoly), so 
long as the monopoly lasts. 

11. Copper and nickel coins of any class, other than national, 
and those coined by order, and for special account of the nation. 

12. Foreign silver money which may be introduced will not be 
cleared for circulction or use in the country. It will be detained 
in the Custom House depdt until reshipped abroad under bond, 
which will not be cancelled until the presentation of a landing 
certificate within a certain limit of time to be fixed by the 
Collector of Customs. If such landing certificate be not presented 
within the fixed time limit, the bond will be enforced, and the 
value of it be paid into the Treasury. 

Only the Government may import, for the service of the nation, 
the war materials and other articles comprised in the present Class, 
with the exception of Nos. 3, 8 and 9, which are not to be 
introduced on any pretext, and of No. 11, which may not be 
imported without a special law of Congress for that purpose. So 
far as regards dynamite, the dispositions of the revised law for 
mines will be observed. The Governor to whom the interested 
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party applies, will grant a certificate stating the amount of explosive 
required, and only on the presentation of this certificate will the 
importation be permitted. 


Cuass IT. 
Articles free of Duty. 


1. Ploughs. 

Travellers’ luggage up to a weight of 100 kilogs. for each 
person, always provided that the luggage is accompanied by the 
traveller in the same vessel. On the excess weight the corre- 
sponding duties will be recovered. [By “luggage” shall be 
understood articles applicable to personal use, such as clothes, 
boots, bedding, saddles, arms, and instruments appertaining to the 
profession of the traveller, even though new.| Ecuadorian 
Diplomatic Ministers returning to Ecuador can import with them, 
free of duty, luggage up to a weight of 400 kilogs. 

2. The national or manufactured produce of Peru, of which the 
importation into Ecuador is not prohibited, when imported overland ' 
This exemption is to last as long as Ecuadorian produce enjoys the 
same privilege in Peru; and as soon as the reciprocity ceases, this 
exemption will equally terminate. Peruvian salt, when imported 
overland, is excluded from this privilege, and will pay a duty of 1 
cent of a sucre per kilog. 

3. Articles for foreign religious communities established in the 
country, and which enjoy this exemption by virtue of anterior 
contracts. 

4, Sacred vessels and sacerdotal appurtenances imported directly 
for the service of the churches, provided that an order has 
first been obtained from the Government, or on application 
authorised by the respective Bishop of the Diocese, or by his Vicar- 
General and accompanied by bill of lading and copy of the invoice. 

5. Articles destined for the personal use of Foreign Ministers or 
Diplomatic Agents accredited to the Government of Ecuador, 
always provided that reciprocity in this matter has been accorded 
by the countries which they represent. For this purpose 
Foreign Representatives will present to the Chief of the Customs or 
Commandant of the Coastguard, together with their passports, a 
written and signed list of the number of packages imported, with 
their marks and numbers. If the articles do not come in the same 
steamer with them, they must address the Minister of Foreign 
Affairs, stating the articles they wish to import for their personal 
use or consumption, in order to obtain the corresponding order for 
the Chief of the Customs. 

6. Articles imported on account of the Government and destined 
for an object of public utility or adornment, if the permit of the 
Finance Minister has first been obtained. 


i 
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7. The following articles may be imported wins of duty :— 

Fertilisers. 

Live animals. 

Commercial advertisements in sheets or seteeslalate, or on card- 
board, including calendars and any other advertisements printed, 
engraved, or lithographed, which are not for sale and do not contain 
articles for consumption. 

Fire engines and their appurtenances for fire brigades. 

Empty bottles. 

Vessels, fitted or in parts, and their machinery, when steamers, 
even though imported in different vessels. 

Carbonate of lime. 

Coal and charcoal. 


Pigs 

Copy books. 

Small crart. 

Railway plant of all kinds and accessories. 

Fresh fruit. 

Straw coverings for bottles. - 

Gasoline. 

Astronomical or geographical globes, 

Guano. 

Birds’ eggs. 

Printing machinery and appurtenances, when imported with 

the machinery. 

Fire bricks. 

Printed books, and music, in manuscript, printed or litho- 

phed, such as may be vleared through the Custom Houses 
of the Republic. 

Mineral tailings. 

Gold coins. 

Samples of tissues. 

Small articles of no value, and single articles of kinds which are 
only used and sold in pairs, always provided that the importers 
will allow them to be rendered useless. 

Sewing machines. 

‘Machinery for agriculture, and in general for all industries. 

Gold in bars or in dust. 

Masts for vessels. 

Ordinary printing paper for periodicals. 

Live plants. 

Bar silver so long as the Law permits its importation. 

Iron bridges and their appurtenances. 

Slates and slate pencils. 

Saltpetre, not refined, for use as a fertiliser. 

Life buoys. 

All kinds of seeds for sowing. 


. 
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Prepared earth. 

Printing type and ink. 

The Executive is also authorised to permit, after cause has been 
shown, and with the consent of the Council of State, the importation, 
free of duty, of strictly necessary articles required by Municipalities 
for purposes of lighting or other public use, whether the works are 
executed by the Municipality directly or by private contractors. 
If the works are executed by private contractors, the contractors 
must give a guarantee to pay the duties if the works are not 
carried out. 

When powder or dynamite is imported for mines, the interested 
party must hand in with his clearance papers a form, in duplicate, 
stating the name of the town to which it is to be conveyed, and 
the number and description of the packages, so that the Chief of 
the Customs may append an order at the foot thereof permitting 
its conveyance, and the local authority of the mining centre may 
certify its arrival there. The weight will be noted by the official 
on the clearance papers, and a guarantee will be required by the 
Chief of the Customs to ensure the return of the certificate of 
delivery within a period fixed according to the distance. 


Cxass III. 
Articles dutiable at the rate of 1 cent of a sucre per kilog., gross weight. 


Note.—Including the surtaxes, the duty under this Class is 
g y 
equivalent to 2 cents of a sucre per kilog., gross weight. | 
(The nominal value of the sucre is 4s.) 


Paving stones. 

Bran. 

Garlic. 

Wire fencing and staples therefor. 

Rice. 

Hoes and ploughshares for agriculture. 

Iron crowbars, shovels, spades, picks, hammers, rakes, and weed 
hooks for agriculture. 

Tron pots. 

Earthen jars. 

Sweet potatoes and onions. 

Roman cement. 

Fresh or dry cocoa nuts. 

Cattle hides, fresh or dry, but not tanned or prepared. 

Empty demijohns. 

Dynamite. 

Ordinary or varnished bricks. 

Fresh vegetables. 

Ordinary earthenware. 

Hops. 
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Timber unwrought, in blocks, logs or planks, even though planed, 
tongued and grooved, for buildings. [The duty on this article 
will be assessed on the registered tonnage of the importing vessel, 
with the addition of 50 per cent. in the case of iron vessels, and 40 
per cent in the case of wooden vessels. | 

Mausoleums and tombstones over one metre high. 

Beans, &c., of all kinds, not prepared. 

Oxide of iron. 

Potatoes. 

Fine white paper in large sheets for printing. 

Hay or dried fodder. 

Ordinary paving stones and artificial tiles. 

Fountains of marble, iron, or other material. 

Frames for knitting. 

Tower clocks. 

Wheels and loose pieces of machinery for agriculture, and in 
general for all manufactures, when weighing over 20 kilogs. each. 

Clay tiles for roofs. 

Fireclay. 

Locust beans for animal fodder. 


(To be continued.) 
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PERSIA. 


A memorandum by the British Commercial Agent in ‘9% 
: . received at the Foreign Office through H.M. 
Ambassador at St. that, 
Gulf according to the “ Exchange Gazette” of 15th 
° (28th) December, 1900, the Ministry of Finance, 
deeming the present time specially suitable for arranging and 
developing direct trading intercourse between Russia and Southern 
Persia, has proposed to the meeting of the representatives of the 
southern marine through route to at once establish reduced freight 
rates for cargoes despatched from the commercial and industrial 
centres of Russia to the Southern Persian ports, and to as speedily 
as possible arrange sailings in that direction. The sea freight from 
Odessa of goods despatched from St. Petersburg, Moscow, Tula, 
Kharkoff, Kieff, Warsaw, Sosnovitz, and Lodz, via Odessa to the 
Southern Persian ports of Bunder Abbas, Bushire, Meshamer, and 
Pendjar (the “Official, Commercial and Industrial Gazette” gives 
the names in this connection as follows :—Basrah (Turkish), Bender 
Bushir, Linge, and Bender Abbas) will be as under :— 


Copecks per poud. 
Manufactured goods ‘iin 22 
The railway freights from the above-mentioned Russian stations 

to Odessa will be from the 16/19 December, 1900 :— 
For wood goods ... As per lowest tariff for the interior. 
For sugar vee ... As per export tariff to Odessa. 
By tariff of through route to 
For manufactured goods} the Far East newly reduced 
50 per cent. 
At the same time, the Russian Trading and Steamship Company 
decided to send the steamer “ Lazareff” for an experimental run 
from Odessa to the southern Persian ports. 


PORTUGUESE EAST AFRICA. 


Referring to the notice which appeared on page 511 of the “ Board 
Tonnage Dues at of Trade Journal” of 30th August last, the 
Ports of following correction in the regulations there 
Mozambique quoted is published in the “ Lisbon Gazette” of 
Com 28rd inst., viz., in Table A the seventh line 
Pany- should read— 


“From 401 to 500 tons, 275 (not 254) reis per ton, with a 
“minimum of 120 milreis.” 
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SPAIN. 

The “ Madrid Gazette” of 26th inst. contains an order authorising 
: the Spanish Transatlantic Company to estab- 
yoga lish a floating depot for coal a the Port of 
Depo Barcelona. In compensation for the room 
occupied, the Concesionaire Company has to pay the charge for 
loading and discharging coal to the Port Authorities as if these 
operations took place on the wharves: further, the Company has 
to deposit permanently, as a guarantee for the carrying out of the 
conditions of the concession, the sum of 5,000 pesetas, or about 

1471. 5s. 


UNITED STATES. 

According to figures compiled by the American “ Railroad Gazette” 
: the output of locomotives and cars in the 
“Seen, United States in 1900 was greater than’ in any 
in 1900 previous year. The aggregate number of loco- 
‘ motives built by contracting locomotive works 
was 3,153. This is 680 (or 27°5 per cent.) more than in 1899, 
when the record was also broken. Of the total output last year, 
505 (or about 16 per cent.) were exported. In 1899, 514 loco- 
motives were exported. The various carriage building works in 
the United States built 124,106 carriages during the year, as 
against 123,893 in 1899. Of this output 113,070 were goods, 
1,515 passengers, and 6,091 street carriages for use in this country, 
and 2,561 goods, 121 passenger, and 748 street carriages for export. 
The extension of the steel carriage industry is shown by the fact 
that of the total goods carriages turned out in 1900, 14,464 were 
all steel; 447 of these were for export. In 1899 the total was 

10,500, while in 1898 but 2,700 steel carriages were built. 


According to preliminary estimates prepared by the “Gazette” 
Railway referred to above, more than 4,800 miles of 
Construction in U°* railway line were completed in 1900. The 
1900 returns cover 286 companies in 43 States and 

: territories, with 4,804 miles as the estimated 

total. These figures, says the “Iron Age” of 3rd inst., are neces- 
sarily provisional, and the completed returns will undoubtedly add 
to this mileage. The comparison is favourable with the returns of 
1899, during which year 284 companies built 4,5694 miles. Only 
about 2,000 miles were built annually during the period comprised 
between 1894 and 1897. Texas heads the States in construction, 
with 313 miles. Five other States built more than 200 miles each ; 
Towa, 279 miles; Minnesota, 255; Pennsylvania, 235; West 
Virginia, 215 ; and Louisiana, 203 miles. Alabama built 187 miles; 
Mississippi, 175; California, 170; Georgia and Oklahoma, each 
169; Florida, 157; Wyoming, 153, and South Carolina and 
‘Tennessee, each 146 miles. 
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A Duluth correspondent of the “Iron Age” (New York) of 3rd inst. 

, reports that freight traffic of Lake Superior for 

Yo ana the year 1900 amounted to 25,643,073 tons, an 

perlor. increase over the preceding year of 2 per cent. 

On the other hand, the number of ships that carried the freight 

‘was 19,452, a decrease of 4 per cent., showing the increase in the 

average capacity of the freight ships of the lake. The passenger 

traffic increased 19 per cent. Of the goods carried. into and out of 
Lake Superior, the following were among the most important :— 


Increase | Decrease 

Quantity. Per cent. | Per cent. 
Anthracite coal ... ne ae tons 515,515 — 39 
Bituminous coal ... one 8,971,462 28 
Wheat «bushels 40,489,302 31 
Other grain 16,174,359 — 46 
Copper .... on ove tons 131,066 
Lumber ... des feet 909,651,000 12 


The American and Canadian canals were open for the same 
period, viz., 238 days, and the American canals carried about 
92 per cent. of the freight. The period of open navigation was 
242 days. 


MEXICO. 


A report from H.M. Legation at Mexico City states that the 
‘ increase in the mileage of the railways is no 
Railway doubt one of the proofs of the advance of the 
Development, various enterprises in Mexico. In 1876 there 
was but one line, the Mexican Railway, which ran from the City 
of Mexico to the port of Vera Cruz, a distance of 2924 miles, 
making the journey in two days. Since then the increase has 
been very steady, and during the past five years the development 
has been very marked, as can be seen by the following table :— 


Number of Increase in 
Year. Miles. Miles. 
1900 (September 15)... 9,027 988 


(Foreign Office, Annual Series, 2,546.). 
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UNITED KINGDOM. 


The Board of Trade have received from the Middlesbrough 
ene Chamber of Commerce a statement showin 
aon f the trade of that port during the year 1900 as 
nates h compared with previous years, from which the 
in on™ following figures are taken. 
. The amount of iron ore imported from abroad 
into Middlesbrough during 1900, was 1,350,568 tons.* The out- i 
put of pig-iron (Cleveland iron and hematite) at the furnaces 
within the port of Middlesbrough during the year 1900 as compared 
with the previous five years were as in the subjoined table :— 


Output of Pig-Iron. 


Cleveland 

Year. nag Hematite, &c. Total. 

Tons. Tons. Tons. 
942,000 2,217,559 
1896 ... 1,327,000 955,000 2,282,000 
1897 ... eve 1,345,000 892,000 2,237,000 
1900 ... 1,323,500 902,000 2,225,500 


Nore.—tThe figures for 1896-1900 inclusive are estimated figures. 


The following table shows the exports of pig-iron, manufactured 
iron and steel, coal, and coke, from Middlesbrough during the 


year 1900, as compared with the figures for the previous five 
years :— | 
Exports of. 1895. | 1896. 1897. 1898. 1899. | 1900. 


Tons. Tons. Tons. Tons. Tons. Tons. 
Pig-iron ... --.| 985,092 | 1,138,680 | 1,132,921 | 1,001,835 | 1,221,686 | 991,978 
Manufactured iron} 164,401 244,413 242,225 202,237 209,328 | 191,386 

Do. steel) 214,970 287,571 316,496 226,633 209,280 | 169,862 
Coal it -| 33,479 29,889 27,260 27,965 31,957 | 26,358 
Coke pes «| 81,376 35,272 43,824 34,460 40,017 | 34,059 


Of the exports of pig-iron from Middlesbrough in 1900, 
308,616 tons went to Germany, 219,017 tons to Holland, 64,496 


* According to the Annual Statements of Trade of the United Kingdom, the 
imports of iron ore during the five years 1895-99 were: 1,272,843 tons in 1895, 
1,391,312 in 1896, 1,193,326 in 1897, 1,102,771 in 1898, and 1,333,545 in 1899. 


= 
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to Belgium, 50,194 to France, 59,662 to Norway and Sweden, 
and 78,436 tons to other foreign countries and British Possessions, 
the 211,557 tons remaining to make up the total of 991,978 
having been sent coastwise to other ports in the United Kingdom. 
As regards the exports of manufactured iron and steel in 1900, 
out of a total quantity of 180,742 tons exported to foreign 
countries and British Possessions, 38,543 tons went to India, 
35,585 tons to Japan, 32,834 tons to South and East Africa, and 
73,780 tons to various other countries. The remaining 180,506 
tons were sent coastwise to other ports in the United Kingdom. 


The total value of the exports of all goods except coal and coke 
from Middlesbrough during the last six years 


was as follows :— 
1897 end ... 4,763,280 


CANADA. 


The official opening of the Canada Iron Furnace Company’s new 
blast furnace plant at Midland, Georgian Bay, 
Iron Industry. Ontario, is, says the “Canadian Gazette” of 
17th inst., an event of great importance to 
Canada. The founding of an iron industry in Georgian Bay, 
where nothing of the kind has ever before existed, marks an epoch 
in industrial development that means much for the country at 
large, and paves the way for the establishment of allied enterprises 
that are almost certain to follow in its wake. The smelter is the 
work of Canadian engineers, and the ore is to be almost wholly 
Canadian. The Midland furnace, with its capacity of 150 tons of 
pig-iron per day, will add upwards of 55,000 tons per annum to 
the production of Canadian pig-iron, the product of Canadian ores 
and labour. ‘This output alone equals the entire output of 
Canada five years ago, and added to the production expected 
from the Sydney district, and the proposed works at Sault Ste. 
Marie, will, within the next year, put the Canadian iron industry 
upon a par with that of Sweden, a country that has taken many 
centuries of steady work to bring its trade to its present proportions 
in point of tonnage. 


_ 
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STRAITS SETTLEMENTS. 


The “Straits Budget” of 22nd gult., in an article on Christmas 
, sland, says that an interesting feature in the 
Phosphate development of that place is ts vast extent of 
‘a the phosphate deposits already discovered, and 
Christmas Island. the which the of these 
deposits may make to the trade of Singapore. The business 
of working the deposits and exporting the phosphates really 
pachesensmns. in January, 1900, and, since then, over 30,000 tons of 
it have been exported to England, Germany, Japan, and Australia. 
The profit on this has been over ll. a ton, and this rate of profit 
will increase as the island is further developed and more labour- 
‘saving devices can be utilised in the work of quarrying, loading, 
&c. With the projected improvements it is believed that the 
output will.soon be increased to at least 100,000 tons per annum— 
producing a profit of considerably over 100,000. The demand 
for phosphates is in excess of the supply, and it is a demand that 
is yearly increasing, In the present clearing of only 20 acres, 
42 prospect holes have been sunk through the phosphate bed, and 
these show over 620,000 tons of the product in sight and 
immediately available. It is also stated that there are over 50 
adjacent areas known to be as rich if not richer. Large beds of 
phosphate of aluminia have also been discovered, and under modern 
scientific treatment this latter product may yet prove even more 
valuable than the phosphate of lime. 

It may be explained that the phosphates produced are now 
all exported in the natural state as they come from the ground ; 
but as the scheme advances the syndicate recently formed to 
‘develop the island will erect its own plant for milling the raw 
stuff, and treating it so as to transform the phosphates into super- 
phosphates, which are the staple form in which phosphates are 
used as a fertilising agent. The works for this purpose will very 
possibly, for convenience of trade, be erected in Singapore. 


NEW SOUTH WALES. 


According to the “Queensland Government Mining Journal” for 
. December last, arrangements have been com- 
ae arte pleted for the establishment of large nickel ore 
at Ne tle, Smelting and refining works at Newcastle (New 
South Wales). An area of 400 acres has been 
secured on the Wallsend Coal Company’s property, and the ore to 
be treated will be brought from New Caledonia by a regular line 
‘of steamers. The works will provide employment for a large 
number of men. 
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QUEENSLAND. 


The “ Queensland Government Mining Journal” for December last 

states that dredging as a means of winning 

Dredge Mining. gold from the beds of rivers and creeks is only 

in the experimental stage in Queensland, and 

miners and mining investors in the Colony know very little about it. 

Since, however, the satisfactory experiments in New Zealand and 

more recently, but not as yet to anything like the same extent, in 

New South Wales and Victoria, attention has been seriously directed 
in the Colony to this form of mining, both for gold and tin. 


BELGIUM. 


The following tables, showing the quantities of coal and coke 
Coal and Coke imported into and exported from Belgium 
Trad during the year 1900 as compared with the 
» preceding year, are based on figures published 

in the “ Moniteur des Intéréts Materiels” of 20th inst. :— 


Imports. 
Coal. Coke, 
From. 

1899. 1900. 1899. 1900, 

Tons. Tons, Tons. Tons. 
Germany ... 1,662,940 1,452,435 220,229 220,068 
United Kingdom ... ese] 1,172,457 777,068 40,559 40,812 
France 488,462 604,386 25,777 33,056 
Netherlands od 40,352 10,304 
Other countries... ‘ 3,670 81 2,673 1,572 

Total faa «| 3,327,881 2,844,274 289,238 296,508 
Exports. 
Coal. Coke. 
To. 

1899. 1900. 1899. 1900. 

Tons. Tons. Tons. Tons. 
Germany ... ae eee 280,743 289,205 104,776 104,396 
United Kingdom ... 112,980 84.698 
France 3,284,493 3,916,003 582,833 650,707 
Luxemburg... oh ae 360,163 423,284 245,390 250,941 
Netherlands 299,279 305,555 36,220 41,401 
Other countries... ai 231,280 234,411 89,521 27,929 

Total 4,568,938 5,253,156 1,008,740 1,075,374 
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UNITED KINGDOM. 


The prices of British corn per quarter of 8 bushels, as received 
. from the inspectors and officers of Excise in 
Corn Prices. 
the week ended the 26th inst., were as follow :— 
Wheat eee eee eee eee 26s. 10d. 
Barley... 258, 64d. 
For further particulars see p. 307. 


A Statement is published on p. 308, showing the quantities of 
ports _ the various descriptions of agricultural produce 
~ rial imported into the United Kingdom during the 
tural Produce. week ended the 26th inst.; as well as of the 
imports during the corresponding week of 1900. 


GERMANY. 


The Board of Trade have received through the Foreign Office 
S statistics of the production of sugar in Germany 
Pl during the month of December last and during 
the first five months of the present sugar cam- 
paign. In December the production of raw sugar amounted to 
349,785 metric tons, and of refined sugar to 138,047 metric 
tons. During the five months August to December, 1900, 
1,558,333 metric tons of raw sugar, and 550,720 metric tons 
of refined sugar were produced in German sugar factories and 
refineries as compared with 1,418,316 metric tons of raw and 
511,040 metric tons of refined during the corresponding months of 
last year. 


MEXICO. 


The Board of Trade have received, through the Foreign Office, copy 
‘ of a report by the British Commercial Agent in 
the United States relative to the 
of the Mexican rubber industry by American 
capital. The report states that out of the interest in the subject 
of planting rubber in Mexico has grown a series of companies 
operating in the Ubero district on the Isthmus of Tehuantepec, 
whose prospects seem encouraging. ‘Two companies have existed 
for some time past, having their headquarters at Indianapolis. 
These are the Mexican Coffee and Rubber Company and the Ubero 
Plantation Company of Indianapolis. 
The Ubero Plantation Company was incorporated under the Jaws 
of Maine, 10th August, 1900, with 1,000,000 dols. capital. The 


Jan. 31, 1901.] THE BOARD OF TRADE JOURNAL. 297 


Agriculture. 


company owns 3,000 acres, adjoining the original Ubero tract, on 
which it proposes planting 1,000,000 coffee trees, 400,000 rubber 
trees, and 1,000,000 pine apple plants. 

The Isthmus Rubber Company of Ubero now being organised 
gaa a New Jersey charter, and its principal offices in New 

ork. 

Tehuantepec Rubber Culture Company, Canton Minatitlan, State 
of Vera Cruz, Mewico.—The personnel of this company were all in 
the organisation of the Woolson Spice Company. ‘The original 
stock of the Woolson Company was 37,500 dols.; it paid in 
dividends in six years over 1,000,000 dols., and the company wag 
then sold for 2,200,000 dols. The Dos Rios plantation has alsu 
been a marked success. 

Mexican Plantation Company, State of Vera Cruz, Mexico.—This 
company was incorporated under the laws of Indiana on 20th 
November, 1900, with 10,000 dols. capital, fully paid. It has 
acquired 600 acres on the Tesechoacon River, 90 miles from the 
gulf port of Alvarado, and purpose planting 125,000 rubber trees 
in the spring. 

La Zacualpa Rubber Plantation Company, State of Chiapa, 
Mewico.—A report recently issued by this company states that 
during the last year 690,000 rubber trees were transplanted, 
1,000,000 rubber plants were placed in nurseries for transplanting 
in 1901, 1,000,000 plants were started in seed beds for trans- 
planting to the nursery. 

The Leavenworth Coffee and Rubber Company, Leavenworth, 
Kansas, is mentioned as having a tract of 2,000 acres just above 
the Dos Rios plantation, on the Isthmus of Tehuantepec. Some 
coffee, rubber, and vanilla have been planted. 


The “ Monthly Bulletin ” of the Bureau of the American Republics, 

quoting from a recent issue of ‘“ Modern 
Rice Production. Mexico,” says that much more rice is used in 

Mexico now than formerly because more is 
grown there, and it is very much cheaper. In 1893 the crop of 
the country amounted to about 10,250 tons, and was worth 
400,000/. In 1898 the crop of 21,000 tons was worth but 
500,000/. The chief rice-producing State is Morelos, whose crop 
in 1898 was valued at 137,000. The other States in which rice is 
grown, together with the value of the crop in 1898, are as 
follows :—Vera Cruz, 108,0001.; Michoacan, 61,000/.; Colima, 
40,0001.; Tepic, 31,000/.; Oaxaca, 25,000/.; Puebla, 18,0001. ; 
Jalisco, 15,0001.; San Luis Potosi, 9,000/. ; Guerrero, 9,000/. ; and 
Tabasco, 5,0001. ‘ 
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ARGENTINA. 

The “ Review of the River Plate” of 3rd November, 1900, states 
that the area of the vineyards of the Argentine 
Viticulture. Republic in 1885 was 23,000 hectares (57,000 
acres). In 1900 this had increased to 36,000 
hectares (89,000 acres). In 1890 the Province of Mendoza had 
3,500 hectares (8,000 acres) of vineyards, which had increased in 

1900 to 16,000 hectares (40,000 acres). 


COSTA RICA. 
In a recent report to his Government, the French Consul at San 
José, gives the following figures as showing the 


Get Crop. export of coffee during the six years 1894-99 :— 
Ibs. Ibs. 
1894 ... 23,129,000 | 1897 ... 23,933,000 
1895. ... 23,248,000 1898 ... 48,153,000 
1896... 24,954,000 | 1899 ... 33,807,000 


Of the quantity of coffee exported in 1899, viz., 33,807,000 Ibs. 
valued at 589,000/., 55 per cent. went to the United Kingdom, 
26 per cent. to the United States, 15 per cent. to Germany, and 
4 per cent. to other countries. 


In the same report the French Consul states that the most 
important article of export after coffee is the 

Banana Trade. banana. In 1899, 2,962,771 bunches of bananas 

were exported representing a value of 235,000I. 
Of this quantity 1,760,202 bunches were sent to New Orleans, 
1,142,620 bunches to New York, 43,357 to Newport, and 16,592 
to Philadelphia. 

The export of bananas increases considerably every year, whilst 
the cultivation of the fruit brings large profits both to the planters 
and the exporters. The bananas of Costa Rica are much appreciated 
in the United States. The export of bananas from Costa Rica 
during the three years 1897-99 was as in the subjoined table :— 


Year. Quantity. Value. 

Bunches, 


The Consul adds that a powerful American syndicate ‘“ The 
United Fruit Company,” with a capital of 4,000,000/., maintains a 
fleet of vessels in West Indian waters for the export of this product, 
the company having almost the entire control, not only of the sale 
but also of the cultivation of the fruit. 
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MISCELLANEOUS, 


UNITED KINGDOM. 


The number of bales of cotton imported into the United Kingdom 
during the week ended the 24th inst. was 
Cotton Statistics. 116,718 and the number imported during the 
4, weeks ended the 24th inst. was 410,945. 
As regards exports, the figures are, for the week ended the 24th 
inst., 3,467 bales, and for the 4 weeks, 24,342. 
For further details see p. 306. _— 


BASUTOLAND. 


The report on Basutoland, recently issued by the Colonial Office, 
states that during the twelve months ended 


Trade in 
3lst March, 1900, dutiable goods were imported 
1899-1900. _ into Basutoland as follows :— 

£ 
From the Cape Colony ... ed. .» 40,047 0 0 
From the Orange Free State... .. 44,061 11 2 
From Natal dhe 1,419 6 3 

Total £85,527 17 5 


Customs dues on goods imported into 
Basutoland during the financial year 
' and handed to Cape Government... 12,223 11 6 


It is to be remembered that this amount of imports is as they 
are assessed for Customs purposes, and it includes only dutiable 
articles, these being valued at the bare cost to the wholesale 
importer at the place of purchase. Agricultural implements, grain 
bags, and many other duty free articles are not included in the 
foregoing figures, nor are manufactured articles made up in Africa 
of imported materials, - 

The state of war prevailing in the Orange Free State and the 
Northern Districts of the Cape Colony tor many months of the year 
rendered it impossible to import merchandise into Basutoland, and 
the volume of trade was far less than it would have been under 
more favourable conditions. The import trade is almost entirely 
in British goods, with the exception of ploughs and agricultural 
implements, which are mostly of American manufacture. 

‘The harvest of the year was a good one, but the war and the 
lack of transport have closed the usual outlets for the produce of 
‘the country. Large stocks of grain are still in the hands of the 
traders. ‘Io compensate in some measure for this great dis- 
advantage, a considerable number of ponies have been purchased 
at good prices for military purposes. 
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The following table shows the value of the exports of produce 
from Basutoland during the year ended 30th June, 1900, as com- 
pared with the values for the two preceding years :— 


Year ended 30th June. 
1898. 1899, 1900. 
£ £ £ 

Food stuffs ... 81,628 16,762 17,359 
Wool.. 29,438 83,368 45,092 
Cattle and horses 16,587 28,374 71,029 
Miscellaneous 10,846 4,110 385 
Total ... nes 138,499 82,614 133,865 


In spite of efforts to obtain correct figures, it is probable that a 
very large number of the horses exported are not included in the 
above returns, as, in addition to horses bought by the Governmentand 
by officers of the Remount Department, buyers visited every part of 
the country, and such transactions have a tendency to escape any 
official computation. | 


FRANCE. 


According to official returns the value of the import and export 
Trade in 1900 trade of France during the year 1900 as 
* compared with 1899 was as follows :— 


— 1899. 1900, 
Imports (for Home Consumption)— £ £ 
Articles of food and drink ... 38,039,000 33,157,000 
Raw materials for manufactures... 118,584,000 109,527,000 
Manufactured articles we 29,109,000 33,657,000 
Total Imports... ooo ove 180,732,000 176,341,000 
Exports (Domestic Produce and 
Manufactures)— 
Articles of food and drink ... oes oe 27,014,000 31,055,000 
Raw materials for manufactures... on 48,411,000 43,615,000 
Manufactured articles... ose 83,097,000 79,834,000 
Parcels Post... ove 7,583,000 8,617,000 
Total Exports ... 166,105,000 163,121,000 
Total Imports and Exports... «| 346,837,000 339,462,000 
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FRANCE—MADAGASCAR. 


According to the “Revue de Madagascar” for 10th inst. the 

Governor-General of Madagascar has sent to the 
Fishing Industry. French Colonial Office a very complete report 

on the sea and river fishing of the island. 
From information contained in this report it appears that in spite 
of the abundance and variety of fish on the coasts of Madagascar 
the fishing industry is carried on in a very primitive fashion by 
only a few natives, and is limited to the needs of local consumption. 
Several administrators have agreed to recommend the establishment 
of fishing stations with a view to preserving fish for consumption 
in the interior and for export. Diego-Suarez, Maroantsetra, Fara- 
fangana Analalava and uléar are the districts more particularly 
recommended. Scaly-turtles, pearl oysters, and trepangs (béche de 
mer) are found principally in the district of Tuléar. In 1894 trade 
in trepangs was very brisk, and the report states that it will be 
very easy to revive it. 


UNITED STATES. 


The “Iron Age” (New York) announces that application for a 
charter for the Electro-Pneumatic Company of 


ag veh Connecticut has been made to the General 
New York and A*sembly of that State. The Company propose 
Connecticut. to inaugurate a service for the transmission of 


merchandise and other articles through pneumatic 
tubes. The plan is to run the main tube from New York to 
Hartford, through Bridgeport, New Haven and Meriden. One of 
the features of the project would be the practically instantaneous 
delivery of newspapers from New York to the large cities in 
Connecticut. 


MEXICO. 


The report on the trade of Mexico in 1899, received at the Foreign 
Office from H.M. Legation at Mexico City, 

Trade in 1899. _ states that the figure of 2,072,127/. set down as 
the value of the imports from the United King- 

dom, represents 184 per cent. of the whole of the trade of Mexico 
in the year 1899, and includes the imports from the British 
Colonies as well, which according to the official returns were : India, 
49,235/.; Australia, 8,698/.; and Canada 3,865/. These figures 
show a very small trade with the Dominion, but it must be 
remembered that as there is no direct communication between one 
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country and the other, it is quite possible that if the exports from 
the United States to Mexico, in this or any other year, could be 
analysed, especially the goods in transit, the result would show an 
increase in favour of Canada. At present all the merchandise 
coming from the United States, unless on a through bill of lading, 

-is put down as being of American production, and Canada has 

“to. make all her exports to Mexico through the United States 

“except in such cases as when the merchandise can be sent direct 

‘from a Canadian port to any port in Mexico by sailing vessel. 

- The trade of Mexico, as compared with that of other countries, 
may be small, but it isa country that is being opened up very rapidly. 
The imports into Mexico in 1889 were valued at 8,608,1471., while 
in 1899 they had increased to 11,254,315/., an increase in the 10 
years of 2,646,168/., or over 30 per cent. The value of the imports 
is based on the gold values from each country, or-the equivalent 
of 5 dols. tothe 1/. This method of calculating the value of foreign 
merchandise has been in use for many years, so that it is easy to 
obtain the value of the imports from any particular country, by 
reducing the value as given in the Mexican Customs returns at par. 

It is stated in the Report that British trade in Mexico is almost 
entirely in the hands of agents, many of whom are not even 
acquainted with the country and its customs and speak very little 
Spanish, so that it is not surprising that the trade does not 
receive the impetus it should. Moreover, the commercial travellers 
who come to Mexico from the United Kingdom are, with few 
exceptions, Germans, or at least of German extraction, whose 
knowledge of several languages enables them the better to under- 
take the employment. 

After pointing out that a British merchant or manufacturer 
-should always bear in mind in his business relations witn Mexico 

1) that a strict and careful adherence to the, requirements of the 
exican Customs tariff is necessary; (2) to observe all, specific 
instructions given by the customer ; and (38) to be prompt in filling 
orders, the report proceeds to state that catalogues are sometimes 
of great service, but they must be issued in the language of the 
country to which they are sent, so that they are intelligible to the 
would-be purchaser, and they should furthermore contain all the 

‘information required as to prices, and in most cases weights, of the 
various articles enumerated in them, in the metrical system, this 
last point will often be the saving point of an order. The metrical 
system being now so universally adopted, should prove an easy 
medium for the necessary information. 

The establishment of an institution like the Army and Navy 
or Ciyil Service Stores, managed. by thoroughly competent persons, 
would be one of the best means of advancing British interests. 
(Foreign Office, Annual Series, 2,546.) 
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With reference to the article on pp. 524-7 of the “ Board of Trade 
Journal,” for 6th December last, the report 
recently received at the Foreign Office from 
* H.M. Legation at Mexico City, states that Vera 
Cruz has always been the first port of Mexico, but at the time 
when the port works were first undertaken it was feared that it 
would lose a great part of its trade by the opening up the bar at 
the entrance to the harbour of Tampico; but time has shown that 
such a change cannot take place. Tampico, by means of the 
railways that run down to the wharf, can manage the handling of 
machinery and other heavy merchandise much easier than Vera 
Cruz ; the latter will, however, be the port for the entry of valuable 
and fragile merchandise. 
The value of the imports and the duties levied on them at these 
two ports during the past three years has been as follows :— 


Vera Cruz. Tampico. 
Year. 
Imports, Duties. Imports. Duties. 
Dollars. Dollars. Dollars, Dollars. 
1897-8 ove eee] 17,653,750 | 10,418,790 7,417,665 3,496,770 
1898-9 21,118,723 | 13,032,686 8,223,017 ,300,364 
1899-1900... ose «| 21,990,818 | 12,378,160 | 10,367,787 4,340,892 


From the above it will be seen that the imports through both 
ports have increased considerably. In the value of the exports and 
the duties levied at each of the same ports during the same period, 
it will be seen that though the value of the exports from Tampico 
is much larger than from Vera Cruz, yet the duties are very much 
lower. This is easily accounted for as the exports from Vera Cruz 
are of merchandise which is liable to the export duty, such as 
coffee, hides, &c., while those through the port of Tampico are 
mostly free. 

The values of the exports and the duties levied at these two 
ports during the same period were as follows :— 


Vera Cruz. Tampico. . 
Year. 
Exports. Duties. Exports. Duties. 
Dollars. Dollars. Dollars. Dollars. 
1897-98 whe 27,779,298 617,356 36,492,544 76,643 
1898-99 ile 28,344,893 365,860 40,715,602 70,819 
1899-1900... bdo 25,442,797 135,623 39,989,700 63,886 
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The great falling-off in the duties at the port of Vera Cruz is 
due to the fact that the duty on coffee was very much reduced, and, 
consequently, as the amount exported was so much less than in 
1898, the duties were also very much smaller. (Foreign Office, 
Annual Series, 2,546.) 


COSTA RICA. 


According to a report of the French Consul at San José, dated 

15th October last, the value of the general 

Trade in 1899. trade of the Republic of Costa Rica during the 
year 1899 was as follows :— 


Decrease in 
£ & £ 
Exports 1,132,000 986,000 146,000 
Total £} 1,984,000 1,813,000 171,000 
CHINA. 


According to the “China Mail” (Hong Kong) of 17th ult., the 
‘ question of establishing a cold storage business 
in Hong Kong has under consideration 
for several years, and the rise in the price of 
food commodities has emphasised the necessity for such a conveni- 
ence. The Americans in Manila have led the way in the erection 
of cold storage plant, and large consignments of frozen meat are 
received from Australia at stated intervals and retailed at very 
moderate prices. Hong Kong is now to have a cold storage 
establishment, for it is understood that Messrs Jardine, Matheson 
& Co. are now busy over the preliminary arrangements for the 
flotation of a new company to work the cold storage business on 
separate lines, and are also’negotiating’ for a suitable site for the 
premises. 


JAPAN. 


With reference to the notice on p. 491 of the “Board of Trade 
Forei Journal” for 29th November last, a despatch, 

I vg dated 23rd November, has been received at the 
“Foreign Office, from H.M. Chargé d’Affaires at 

— Tokio, stating that the Governor-General of 
Formosa issued on the 13th November last a notification practically 
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identical with the notification of the Department of Agriculture and 
Commerce on the subject of foreign tone Companies. The 
former notification appeared in the “ Official Gazette” of the 21st 
November, and was also to come into force on the 15th November. 
The only points of difference between the two notifications are that 
in Articles 3 and 4 the Governor-General of Formosa is substituted 
for the Minister of Agriculture and Commerce, whilst in Articles 
5, 6, and 7, a Formosan Government notification takes the place of 
notification No. 15 of the Department of Agriculture and 
Commerce. 


REPORT OF BRITISH CHAMBER OF COMMERCE. 


a 


Manchester.—A meeting of the Board of Directors of the Man- 
chester Chamber of Commerce was held on the 23rd inst., Mr. 
John Thomson (President) in the chair. The minutes of the 
African section contained particulars of representations which that 
section desired to have made to the Foreign Office complaining of 
privileged concessions granted in Dahomey to certain French 
subjects, contrary, as is alleged, to the treaty engagements between 
Great Britain and France. Other subjects under discussion were 
the Annual Report of the Chamber, the China League, the export 
of short-reeled yarn to Singapore, French rights in Newfoundland, 
and the cession of the Gambia Colony and differential shipping 
rates affecting Manchester. 
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STATISTICAL TABLES. 


Cotton Returns. 


Return of the Number of Bales of Cotton Imported and Exported 
at the Various Ports of the United Kingdom during the Week 
and 4 Weeks ended 24th January, 1901. 


Week ended 4 Weeks ended 
24th January, | 24th January, 
1901. 1901. 


IMPORTS. 
(Bales.) 


No. 
368,549 
6,430 
33,571 
2,395 


116,718 410,945 


(Bales.) 


No. 
15,130 
500 
3,640 
4,753 
319 


24,342 


306 

No. 

American... ove oe 102,844 

Egyptian... ... bid obi 10,348 
Total 

No. 

2,218 

Miscellaneous ... ove ove ove 85 
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Corn Prices. 


Statement showing the Quantities Sold and Average Price of British 
Corn, per quarter of 8 bushels, Imperial Measure*, as’ received 
from the Inspectors and Officers of Excise in the week ended 
26th January, 1901, pursuant to the Corn Returns Act, 1882. 


Quantities Sold. Average Price. 


Qrs. Bus. 
74,277 0 
119,320 5 
24,989 5 


Comparative statement for the corresponding week in each of the years 
from 1897 to 1900 :— : 


Quantities Sold. Average Price. 


Corre- 
sponding 


Barley. 


24 7 


s. 
31 3 


Qrs. Bus. 
91,993 1 


1898 —_,..| 65,140 2 | 109,683 56 | 21,3704 || 84 6 | 27 8 | 17 2 
1899 _...| 75,032 1 | 93,061 6| 22,973 4 || 26 7 | 27 9 | 17 0 
1900 _...| 65,381 2 6 || 210 | 25 9 | 16 4 


108,357 8 | 17,814 


* Section 8 of the Corn Returns’ Act, 1882, provides that where returns of 
purchases of British Corn are made to the local inspector of Corn Returns in any 
other measure than the Imperial bushel or by weight or by a weighed measure that 
officer shall convert such returns into the Imperial bushel, and in the case of weight 
or weighed measure the conversion is to be made at the rate of sixty Imperial 
pounds for every bushel of wheat, fifty Imperial pounds for every bushel of barley, 
and thirty-nine Imperial pounds for every bushel of oats. 


307 
Wheat eee eee eee 26 10 
Barley eee eee eee eee eee 25 6 
Oats eee eee eee eee 17 6 
‘Wheat. a | Oats. Wheat. Barley. Oats. 
| 
Qrs. Bus. Qrs. Bus. | di 
1897 _...| 55,878 1 17,828 4 16 8 
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Imports of Agricultural Produce into the United Kingdom. 


Account showing the Quantities of certain kinds of Agricultural 
Produce imported into the United Kingdom in the week ended 
26th January, 1901, together with the quantities imported in the 
corresponding week of the previous year. 


Week ended | Correspond- 
26th Jan., ing week 
1901. in 1900. 
and cal Number 8,611 9,311 
en. VOB eee um 
ore eee eee eee eee 
Fresh meat :— 
eve ove ove oo. Cwts, 85,198 68,735 
17,890 18,755 
or meat :— 
Bacon ooo ose oo Cwts, 160,117 106,090 
Beef eee eee oe 8,734 2,464 
Meat, unenumerated, salted or fresh .. ~ 7.159 7,626 
e than by salting 17,609 28,076 
uce and substitutes :— 
ove eve ove one Cwis. 87,787 66,855 
ooo 82,04 
Mik fresh, in cans or drums*.. "585 
cream* 183 1,181 
eet, other kinds* ... 42 
Rabbits, ond (not tinned)" Cwts. 4,301 6,099 
grain, and flour :— 
Cwts, 1,277,200 799,800 
Wheat-meal and flour ... "B16, "200 419,700 
Barley eee eee eee 608, "000 866,200 
Maize orIndiancom 1,474,300 1,6227600 
Apricots eee eee eee 
Bananas... we Bunches, 32,416 21,218 
Currants eee ” 4 
Lemons... ove ose 13,265 80,985 
Pears ove ooo eos 
Strawberries eee eee eee » 
Tons, 1,247 2,439 
Tomatoes ... ove ove 
Value £ 5,796 17,220 
Preserved by canningt ... 5,460 


* In 1900 these were not shown ——-. 
+ Included with vegetables unenumerated, prior to 1901. 


[] 
. 
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GOVERNMENT PUBLICATIONS. 


TRADE RETURNS OF THE UNITED KINGDOM. 


The Monthly Accounts relating to the Trade and Navigation of 
the United Kingdom for the month of December, 1900, have been 
published. The accounts, which are issued on the 7th or 8th of 
each month, may be purchased at a small cost (in the present 
instance 8}d.) per copy, either directly or through any bookseller, 
from Messrs. Eyre and Spottiswoode, East Harding Street, Fleet 
Street, London, E.C., and 32, Abingdon Street, S.W.; or Messrs. 
John Menzies & Co., Rose Street, Edinburgh, and 90, West Nile 
Street, Glasgow ; or Messrs. Hodges, Figgis, & Co., Limited, 104, 
Grafton Street, Dublin. 

Attention is further called to the fact that the ‘‘ Annual State- 
ment of the Trade of the United Kingdom with Foreign Countries 
and British Possessions” for the year 1899 is now issued, and may 
be purchased at a cost of 8s. 44d. at any of the addresses enumerated 
above. This publication, which contains much more detailed and 
exhaustive information than can be given in the Monthly Accounts, 
deals with the imports and exports of the United Kingdom from 
and to each foreign country, British possession and British 
protectorate for each of the years 1895 to 1899 inclusive, the 
imports and exports at the principal ports, transhipments, and 


bonded warehouse accounts. 


THE LABOUR GAZETTE. 


This Gazette is published by the Board of Trade on the 
15th of each month. The number published on the 15th inst. con- 
tains special articles on the State of the Labour Market in 
December: Diseases of Occupations: Trade Disputes in 1900: 
Conciliation in the London Building Trades: Employment of 
Married Women in Factories in Prussia in 1899: Trade Unions in 
1899: Recent Progress in Co-operation: Labour Disputes in 
Germany in 1899: Co-operation Production in 1899: Belgian 
Industrial Census of 1896, &c., &c. 


RECENT PARLIAMENTARY PUBLICATIONS. 


Railway Accidents. Returns of Accidents and Casualties as 
raported to the Board of Trade during the six months ending 30th 
June, 1900. [Cd. 322.| Price 1s. 44d. 


According to this return 613 persons were killed and 3,625 
injured on railways in the United Kingdom in the course of public 
traffic during the first six months of 1900; for the corresponding 
period of 1899, the figures were 550 killed and 2,967 injured. In 
addition to the above 29 persons were killed and 6,041 injured 
during the six months ended 30th June, 1900, by accidents which 
occurred upon the premises of railway companies but in which the 
movement of railway vehicles was not concerned, so that the 
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t>tal number of personal accidents reported to the Board of Trade 
by the railway companies,of the United Kingdom during the six 
months in question caused the death of 642 persons and injury to 
9,666. 


Railways (Continuovs Brakes). Return by the Railway Companies 
of the, United Kingdom for the siz. months ending 30th June, 1900. 
(Cd, 449.] Price 1s..1d. 


This return shows the progress made in the use of continuous 
brakes, the amount and description of continuous brake power in 
use on passenger trains running on railways, &c. Particulars are 
also given for the first six months of 1900 of cases in which 
continuous brakes failed to act, and appendices are added showing 


the rules and regulations in force on various railways relating to 
continuous brakes. 


Post Office (West India Mail Contract). [386 Sess. 2.| Price 24d. 


This is a copy of the Contract dated 1st September, 1900. 
entered into between H.M. Post Office and the Royal Mail Steam 
Packet Company for the conveyance of the West India Mails for 
five years from Ist July, 1900. In return for an annual subsidy 
of 80,0001. the Royal Mail Steam Packet Company undertake a 
fortnightly service to the West Indies at a speed of 13 knots. 


Mines and Quarries. General Report and Statistics for 1899 
Part IV. Colonial and Foreign Statistics. [Cd.447.] Price 1s. 54d 

This volume, issued by the Home Office, contains statistics 
relating to the number of persons employed, output and. accidents 
at mines and quarries in the British Colonies and foreign countries. 
So far as statistics on the subject are available, it appears that over 
4,300,000 persons. were employed at mines, quarries, and other 
mineral workings in the world in 1899, 1,600,000 being so employed 
in the British Empire alone. The total production of coal in 1899 
is shown at 723,000,000 metric tons, nearly one-third being 
furnished by the British Empire. The United States supplied 
nearly another third, and Germany more than a sixth; the remainder 
was contributed mainly by Austria-Hungary, France and Belgium. 
The coal output of the United States in 1899 shows an increase of 
nearly 31,000,000 tons over that in 1898. This extraordinary 
development is attributed in the introduction to the volume under 
review to the increased use of coal-cutting machinery, 23 per cent. 
of the total output of coal in the United States being due to 
the use of this machinery, whilst only 1} per cent. of the output 
of the United Kingdom is so obtained. 
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FOREIGN OFFICE AND COLONIAL OFFICE REPORTS. 


Tue following Reports of the Annual Series, which have been issued 
from H.M. Diplomatic and Consular Officers at the undermentioned 
places since Ist January, 1901, may be obtained from Messrs. Eyre & 
Spottiswoode, East Harding Street, Fleet Street, E.C. 


No. Place. Price. 
2544 Tainan (South Formosa) (1899) ... 
2545 Somali Coast Protectorate one 
2547 Denmark (1899) Supplement ove Ad. 

2 


Miscellaneous Series. 


The following Report from H.M. Representatives abroad on subjects of 
general and commercial interest has also been issued since Ist January, 
1901, and may be obtained from the above-mentioned sources :— 


No. 


Price, 


546 France.—Preparation of French Plums ... 


Treaty Series. 
The following numbers of the Treaty Series issued since lst January, 
1901, may be obtained from the above-mentioned sources :— 


No. Price. 
1 Agreement between the United Kingdom and seeps 
Telative to China 4d. 
2 Convention between the United “Kingdom and J; apan ‘for the 
protection of the estates of deceased persons ae 4d. 


COLONIAL OFFICE REPORTS. 


The following Reports relating to H.M. Colonial Possessions issued since 
1st January, 1901, may be purchased from Messrs. Eyre & Spottiswoode, 
East Harding Street, Fleet Street, E.C.:— 


Annual, 
No. | Place. Price. 


312 St. Vincent... pa ot 
813 Basutoland pr pe al 
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THE COMMERCIAL INTELLIGENCE BRANCH § 


OF THE 


BOARD OF TRADE. 


The Intelligence Branch of the Commercial Department of the Board of 4 : 
Trade has been established with a view to meet the constantly increasing @ 


demand for prompt and accurate information on commercial matters, so far as 


it can be met by Government action. In deciding to establish this new @ 


branch, the Board of Trade were largely influenced by the recommenda- 
tions contained in the Report* of a Departmental Committee composed not 
only of representatives of the various Government Departments concerned, 
but also of prominent representatives of commercial interests, which was 
appointed in July, 1897. The Committee referred to was requested to 
consider and advise (1) as to the best means of collecting and of dissemi- 


nating among those interested prompt and accurate information upon ‘ 


commercial subjects, and (2) as to the collection of samples, especially 
of goods of foreign manufacture competing with Briitsh productions, and 
the exhibition of such samples to manufacturers and traders in this 
country. As a result of their deliberations the Committee recommended 


under head (1) the establishment of a new office, under the Board of Trade, 


on lines which the Board have followed generally in the creation of the 
Intelligence Branch, and this Branch is consequently intended to become a 
centre at which information on all subjects of commercial interest shall 
be collected and focussed in a form convenient for reference. In addition, it 
is the duty of the Branch, as far as circumstances’ permit, to afford 
information in reply to all inquiries on commercial matters which may be 
addressed to it, whether written or verbal. 

The office, which is temporarily housed at No. 50, Parliament Street, 
London, 8.W., was opened on the 23rd ,October, 1899; its. principal officer 
— the Controller-General of the Commercial; Statistical, and Labour 

partments of the Board of Trade) being Mr. T. Worthington, who recently 
acted as Special Commissioner to the Board ‘in an inquiry into the condition 
and prospects of British trade in certain South American countries. The 
“Intelligence Branch ” will endeavour, on application being made to it, to 
supply information with regard to.the following. subjects, viz. :—Commercial 
Statistics; Matters relating to Foreign and Colonial Tariffs; Ewcwse and 
“ Consumption” duties; Port, Harbour, and Tonnage dues, and other charges on 
Shipping ; Customs Regulations’; Consular Fees ; ‘Forms of Certificates of Origin; 
lations concerning Commercial Travellers; T'rading Licenses ;' Foreign and 
Colonial Contracts open to Tender; Foreign and Colonial Bounties; Lists 
of Firms engaged in particular lines of business in“ different localities, &c., 
An Inquiry Room, at. which copies of official_publications, directories, and 
other works of reference may be consulted, is reserved at the offices of the 
Branch for the convenience of personal applicants. 

The “ Board of. Trade Journal” is the principal medium through which 
intelligence collected by the Branch and intended.for general information is 
conveyed to the public. The Journal, which, up to the close of 1899, was 
issued monthly at the price of 6d., is now issued weekly at the price of 1d. 


* Parliamentary Paper C. 8,962 of 1898, to be obtained through Messrs. Eyre and 
Spottiswoode’s office for the sale of such documents, in Hast Harding Street, Fetter Lane, 
London, E.C., price 24d, ¥ 
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